
 

 
1 

Allyssa Schuettner, M.S., BCBA, LABA February 11, 2020 Allyssa Schuettner, M.S., BCBA, LABA 

Positive Behavior Tip of the Week 

Attention-Maintained Behavior 
February Functions Edition 

Why Knowing 
the Function is 

Helpful: 

Important Vocabulary & Assumptions: 

Behavior: Anything a person says or does. 

 

 

Helps identify which behaviors can 
be taught as a replacement to access 
the same function. 

Helps staff and caregivers respond 
in ways that will reduce 
maladaptive behavior. 

-Behavior that is maintained by attention is always followed by 
another person doing something, saying something, or even just 
looking at the individual engaging in challenging behavior. 

 

-Common behaviors that are often maintained by attention include: 
inappropriate jokes or comments, “class clown” behaviors, being 
disrespectful, texting (attention is coming from the person on the 
other end), or other forms of social media. 

 

-Common reasons why a student would want to access attention 
include: lack of appropriate social skills, the desire for peer approval, 
lack of friend groups, lack of adult support in other areas/settings, or 
a prior learning history. 

 

 

 

Behavior 
Maintained by 
Attention 

Students still need to access 
reinforcement - and will “test” 
which behaviors will let them 
access that reinforcement. 

Reinforcement: Anything that is added 
or removed after a behavior that causes 
the likelihood of that behavior to 
increase. 

 



 

 
2 

Allyssa Schuettner, M.S., BCBA, LABA February 11, 2020 Allyssa Schuettner, M.S., BCBA, LABA 

Clear Expectations 

Your students’ inappropriate Kahoot names. 

A student makes an inappropriate 
comment and their peers all become 
wide-eyed and some gasp. The student’s 
inappropriate comments increase in the 
future even though the teach ignored the 
comment. 

Attention-Maintained Behavior 
February Functions Edition 

Examples: 

Replacement Behaviors & 
Strategies: 

A student always uses a 
different name or funny voice 
when the teacher is calling 
attendance. The peers laugh at 
this student and they continue 
to use funny voices. 

• Building in “social time” to class 

• Telling appropriate jokes & stories 

• Sharing genuinely 

• Checking in with “attention” seeking students more often to 
deliver attention while they are being appropriate 

• Thoughtful group-work pairings 

 

***Pro-tip: Classroom Culture 
Consistency 

If you create a classroom culture that is 
fun but respectful, with many 
opportunities for students to recognize 
each other, this will help control 
behaviors that are maintained by peer-
attention. If students are only able to 
access peer attention through acting out, 
they will act out if they have no 
replacement. 

I am conversing with a student in the special 
education room when 3 students walk in. I greet 
the other students, and my original student storms 
out, forcing me to follow them. The student 
continues to leave the classroom whenever there is 
more than 1 student with us. 


