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Positive Behavior Tip of the Week 

Active Responding 
Tier 1 Strategy 

Why it Helps 

When students have more 
opportunities to respond, they have 
less opportunities to engage in 
challenging behavior. 

The Problem: Disengaged Students 

-The same students always responding. 

-Not being able to assess if all students are learning during the lesson. 

-Shy students. 

-Students engaging in distracting/incompatible behaviors (chatting, phone 
use, app cycling, etc.). 

 

Does not disrupt the flow of the 
lesson. 

Students can contact reinforcement 
if they know what is expected of 
them. 

Encourages students to share 
responses with each other. 

-When asking questions for comprehension checks, opinions, or 
discussion points avoid calling on one student. 

-Ask students to respond in ways that allow them all to respond 
simultaneously. 

-Examples include: raised hands, gestures (thumbs up/down), response 
cards, live polls, turn and talks, mini-whiteboards, and more! 

 

 

 

The Solution 
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Clear Expectations 

(Free) Live Responding Sites to 
Cast to Apple TV: 

• www.polleverywhere.com  

• www.menti.com  

• https://padlet.com  

• Kahoot 

• A Shared Google Doc 

 

 “Agree or disagree with a thumbs up or thumbs down.” 

 

 

Stop and use “turn & talks” to have 
students share their thoughts with 
each other and all respond at the 
same time. 

What it Looks Like: 

Active Responding 
Tier 1 Strategy 

Everyday Applications: Response Cards: Have each student 
have A, B, C & D cards that they 

keep on them for every lesson. Insert 
multiple-choice comprehension 
checks into instruction and have 

students hold up their cards.

 
Snowball activity: Have students all write 

their responses on a piece of paper and 
crumple them up. Once they are done 

writing have them throw them in a basket, 
or toward the board (or at you!). As they 

throw them, open them & organize them in 
a way that makes sense to present to the 

class, then read them aloud. 

www.polleverywhere.com- teachers can cast a 
question on the board, students respond on their 
iPads anonymously and it will be displayed for 
all to see, but the teacher has access to each 
student’s answer. 

If students have individual white 
boards (or large enough iPad font) 
then they can respond from their 
seats without talking and 
brainstorm more complex ideas. 

Come up with a signal (thumb up, snap, raise the roof, 
etc.) for students to use when they agree with their peers 
to allow students to participate without being redundant. 

 

 Choral Responding: It sounds old fashioned, but the 
research shows that when students respond verbally in-
sync, it helps them recall information faster. Start by 
trying having them all do a fill-in the blank at the same 
time! It will take a few tries at first, but their fluency will 
increase quickly! 

 


