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Clear Expectations 
Tier 1 Strategy 

Why it Helps 

Students need to be taught 
behavioral expectations (just like 
academic skills!). 

The Problem: Disruptive Behavior 

-Running in the hallways. 

-Talking in class. 

-Physically touching other students. 

-Inappropriate jokes and being disrespectful. 

 

Students who are reminded of the 
behavioral expectations are more 
likely to follow them. 

Students are more likely to access 
praise when they know what they 
should be doing. 

Consistency will increase 
instructional control and decrease 
time redirecting students who are 
disruptive. 

-Behavioral expectations should always be available to all students. 

-The format should be written, and concise.  

-Expectations should be repeated throughout the year (every day, every 
block, every 5 minutes if necessary!).  

-Avoid using “no” or “cannot” statements and label what students 
should be doing instead. 

The Solution 
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Clear Expectations 

Have a written agenda at the 
beginning of every class. Review it 
throughout the class. Stick to the 

agenda as much as possible, make 
sure all the students are looking at 
the agenda when referring to it by 
gesturing to the locating where it 

is. 

Write and establish (and repeat!) classroom rules at the beginning of the year. 

Use “can” language when correcting interfering 
behavior instead of “cannot” language. For the 
student who is running in the hallway say, “Please 
walk” instead of “No running!” 

 

For the chatty students, “Please focus on your 
work” instead of “Why are we talking?” 

Review student handbooks 
periodically. 

How do I know when the students have learned the behavioral expectation? How long do I 
have to review the expectation for? 

What it Looks Like: 

Clear Expectations 
Tier 1 Strategy 

Every Day Applications: 

Use Assessment! 

If you have been saying “the expectation for a test is that we are quiet, looking at our own 
papers, and doing our best” since the beginning of the school year, next time you hand out a test, 
ask the students, “What are the expectations for taking a test? If they are able to answer 
independently, you know they have learned the expectation.  

If they are unable to answer, you know that they need still need to be reminded.  

Always respond consistently to each 
student and set limits (stick to them!) 


