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Artwork was on display for Arts Night. Special

thanks to Mrs. Dennehy, Mr. Fanning and Mrs.

Grant who helped students share their art and

music talent with families.

Dear Families,

I hope you enjoy this final 2021- 2022 edition of Penn

Brook Perspectives! You will also notice in this edition, an

interview with Mr. MacDonald,  who will be the principal

at Penn Brook when I retire at the conclusion of this

school year. I leave Penn Brook filled with joy at the

incredible growth in students, not only from September

to June, but across the years. I also leave Penn Brook

with a tear or two (or many), as I have been so blessed,

and loved every day of my 12 years in the district.

Each year at Kindergarten Parent Orientation, I quote

Frederick Froebel as this sums up my philosophy of the

contribution every student makes to each class and our

school,  “Children are like tiny flowers: They are varied

and need care, but each is beautiful alone and glorious

when seen in the community of peers. ” Through our

Perspectives, I hope you have seen what a beautiful

school community Penn Brook is.

I also leave Penn Brook thankful for your support and

kindness over the years and your collaboration as we all

strive to provide the very best we can for our students. I

leave Penn Brook so honored to work every day with such

dedicated and skilled educators.

This is an especially symbolic year in which to leave, as I

am “moving on” with the Grade 6 class,  which was the

first to start kindergarten in the new Penn Brook School.

We both move on excited, perhaps a little unsure, with

what is ahead.  Regardless of what is ahead, there will be

new adventures and in the words of Fred Rogers, “Often

when you think you’re at the end of something, you’re at

the beginning of something else.”

To all our families, we at Penn Brook wish you a

wonderful summer and “may the wind be always at your

back. May the sun shine warm upon your face.”

Until we meet again, I wish you the very best…

Mrs. Maher



Mr. MacDonald

By: Beta, Haley, and, Mia

As most of you already know, Mrs. Maher is

retiring. Mr. MacDonald is enthusiastically taking over

for her. Recently, we had the opportunity to talk to him

about his new position.

1. What changes are you planning to

make?

Mr. MacDonald wants to learn more about the

school by talking to the students, parents, and teachers.

Only then will he be considering making any changes to

the school.

2. What types of reinforcements will you be

using?

Penn Brook uses PBIS: positive reinforcement. He

will be sticking to that program throughout his time here.

a. What goals do you have when it comes to

the students?

Mr. MacDonald wants to get the most out of every

minute. He says that his goal is to have the students

“fulfill your full potential.” He wants to “ push students to

do hard things, and to persevere.”

3. Why do you want to be principal?

He wants to be principal so that he can have “the

largest impact on the most amount of students possible.”

In the past he has been a teacher, director, coordinator,

advisor, coach, and mentor. He will be using some of the

skills he has learned from those jobs to help him as

principal.

4. How do you feel about running a school?

Mr. MacDonald feels “a little nervous, but very,

very, excited.” He accepts new and hard challenges and

hopes to make Penn Brook a better place.



Kindergarten

Kindergarten has been counting down these last

few days of the school year using the alphabet.

Kindergarteners pose with their superhero costumes and

shirts. They have worked hard all year and are ready to be

first graders. We are so proud of all they have

accomplished.

First Grade

Mrs. Doran had the opportunity to interview

Michael and Emma from Mrs. Valli's class and discuss

what they are learning in first grade.

Michael and Emma shared that they are learning

about habitats. Emma shared that she thought it was

interesting that the polar bear is considered the ruler of

the arctic. She also explained that seals have blubber

which is an extra layer of fat to keep them warm because

the arctic is so cold.



First graders painted beautiful pictures of the

desert habitat.

Michael explained that a camel has another

eyelash to avoid sand from sandstorms getting into their

eyes. He learned about a snake that moves quickly so that

it does not touch the whole ground as it moves.

He also learned that the arctic can be negative 94

degrees and some plants can grow there, but close to the

ground to avoid the wind.

During math first graders are learning about

polygons which are straight with no curved lines. They

explain one example of a rectangle. Students are reading

nonfiction books to learn about different things. Emma

and Michael are learning about spiders and honeybees.

During writing, children are writing about the habitats

they are researching.

Second Grade

Mrs. Slack's class gets ready to release butterflies.

They were able to observe caterpillars forming a cocoon

and emerging as butterflies.

Mrs. Doran had the opportunity to speak with

Riley and Josh from Mrs. Slack's class about second

grade happenings. They explained that they have been

learning about opinion writing and wrote persuasive

pieces to their parents. Josh tried to convince his parents

to listen to his music master songs he created and Riley

asked her parents to allow her to get a hamster.

Both Riley and Josh are excited for the upcoming

spelling bee in Mrs. Slack's class. Students have been

practicing their trick words during fundations and will

have an in class spelling bee at the end of the school year.



Riley and Josh are going to miss Mrs. Slack

because she is so nice, but are excited to be third graders

and go on field trips next year.

Third Grade

Third graders recently had the opportunity to go

on a walking field trip to the Brockelbank Museum.

Patrick from Mrs. Harrington's class shared what he

learned. He explained that he and his classmates were

allowed to have a tour inside school house number 3.

This schoolhouse was one room and had desks for

students. He learned that teachers  would have students

from many different grades in one room and give them all

work depending on their grade. Also, he learned that

there used to be eight different school houses in

Georgetown. He explained that the Brocklebank Museum

is a house that is over 400 years old. It was last lived in by

a family in 1975. Students were given a tour of the house

and were able to view some muskets from the

revolutionary war. Patrick explained that the side of

Georgetown where Borcklebank is located where loyalists

were and the other side of Georgetown is where the

colonists were. Patrick enjoyed the trip and his favorite

part was the school house.

Fourth Grade

Fourth Graders were able to share and present their

animal reports last week during their celebration of

growth. All fourth grade students created models and also

worked to design websites based on their animal

research. We are proud of them for public speaking in

front of family and teachers to share interesting facts

about individual animals.



Sienna and Sabrina pose with their animal
projects.

Alex poses with her animal project website
and model.



Fifth Grade

Miles and Max pose with their projects based on
famous African Americans who contributed to baseball.

Fifth Graders held their Timeline of America

Event. Students researched different important people

throughout the History of the United States. They shared

important facts they learned, created newspapers, games,

websites, mobiles and or posters about their research.

Last week, they had the opportunity to share with grades

2, 3 and 4 as well as family members who came for this

special event. It was nice to see all of their hard work.

Amelia completed research about the
Women's Suffrage Movement.



Sixth Grade’s Trip to Camp

Kieve

By: Mercedes, Beta, and Eliza

During the sixth grade trip to Camp Kieve, we learned

many valuable life lessons of how to be a good leader and

learning to work as a team. Kieve or “The Leadership School”

was a very memorable experience for all of the sixth grade.

Something we learned about was LEADSTAR. LEADSTAR

helped us learn how to show more respect while listening and

while speaking. This is what LEADSTAR means:

Listen to the entire message

Eye contact

A void distractions

D on’t interrupt

Speak loudly and clearly

Think before you speak

Ask questions about the topic

Repeat the message

At Kieve, we played a few games that taught us important life

lessons.

One of the games we played was called “Don’t steal the bacon.”

You may have heard of this

game  before. The rules of this game are quite simple. The

person with the “bacon” turns their back to the players and

says, “Don’t steal my bacon!” You try to run up to the person

and steal it before they turn around. After a little bit, they turn

around, and say, “Who stole my bacon?” The bacon-keeper has

to stay in place and watch you to make sure you don’t move. If

you get caught moving, you have to go back to the start. Once

someone has stolen the bacon, the person will try to guess who

has the bacon. They will get one guess as to who has the

mythical magical bacon. if they guess who has the bacon

correctly, everyone goes back to the beginning and you restart

the game. If the bacon keeper doesn't guess correctly, you keep

playing. The goal of the game is to get the bacon back to the

starting line.



Another activity we did at Kieve  was the blindfolded maze.

Our classroom educators put us randomly on a rope maze

while we were blindfolded. Then we had to feel the rope and

try to find our way out of the maze. Even though it seemed

impossible at the time, we learned that there was a way out.

One of the really cool things we did was outdoor ropes courses

and the indoor climbing wall using the Australian Belay

system. The Australian  Belay system is a system we used when

other people were climbing the ropes courses. In order to belay

you need at least four people that connect their harnesses to

the long rope that is connected to the climber. When the

climber was getting ready to climb, they gave the belay team

commands. These commands were “Ready?” “Ready!”

“Climbing” and “Climb away.” If the climber is climbing up,

the belay team would all have to walk backwards. If they were

going left or right, you would walk in the same direction as

them. Once the climber is done with their climb, they would

give the belaters very similar commands just instead of

“Climbing'' and “Climb away”, they would say “Lowering” and

“Lower away.” This would help improve your communication

and trusting skills.

Kieve was a wonderful academic experience that changed the

sixth graders for the better. We hope you enjoyed hearing

about our time at Kieve and for incoming or soon to be sixth

graders, we hope you enjoy it as much as we did.


