February is Black History Month ~ begun in February 1926 by African American

writer and historian, Carter G. Woodson. Woodson had chosen February for the initial
weeklong celebration to honor the birth months of abolitionist Frederick Douglass and
President Abraham Lincoln.
“In recognizing the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay ourselves the
highest tribute.”  ~ Thurgood Marshall
Thurgood Marshall—perhaps best known as the first African American Supreme Court
justice—played an instrumental role in promoting racial equality during the civil rights
movement. As a practicing attorney, Marshall argued a record-breaking 32 cases before
the Supreme Court, winning 29 of them. In fact, Marshall represented and won more
cases before the high court than any other person. During his 24-year term as Supreme
Court justice, Marshall’s passionate support for individual and civil rights guided his
policies and decisions. Most historians regard him as an influential figure in shaping
social policies and upholding laws to protect minorities.
(For more information on notable achievements by black Americans, visit:
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-facts)
Thank you to the Grade 6 students who made Valentine’s cards which were
distributed with lunches to seniors at the Senior Center. Please see the
lovely thank you from Georgetown Council on Aging Director, Colleen
Ranshaw-Fiorello:
It is a wonderful, wonderful project!
I know the cards are always welcomed! … Definitely brings a mood lift and a smile to
the recipients! Messages such as “Valentine’s Day is about making someone else
happy!” can’t help but brighten a day and reminds others that they are not alone!
Thank you for this partnership!
Best,
Colleen
Colleen Ranshaw-Fiorello, Director
Georgetown Council on Aging
Georgetown Senior Community Center
51 North Street
Georgetown, MA 01833
978-352-5726

Monday, 2/22

George Washington’s Birthday
School Reopens

Wednesday, 2/24

6:00- 7:00 p.m.
Parent Evening: 2021-2022 Perley Preschool Plan

Thursday, 2/25

Fun Day Fundraiser for Blue Cohort to benefit the
American Heart Association (see details below)
6:30 p.m. School Committee Meeting

Friday, 2/26

Fun Day Fundraiser for White Cohort to benefit the
American Heart Association (see details below)

Please find attached an updated 2020- 2021 District Calendar
Travel Guidelines
If you plan to travel over February vacation, please see these travel
guidelines:
Travel guidance continues to be testing 72 hours before entering Massachusetts from
the state one has traveled OR quarantining for 10 days. If you are unable to obtain a test
in the state you traveled you can get one when returning home but MUST quarantine
until your negative test result is obtained. Children under 10 years old are not required
to test. If their parent/guardian is negative after travel it is assumed the child under 10
is negative as well. Attached are the Massachusetts Travel regulations.
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order#:~:text=All%20International
%20travelers%20arriving%20in,of%20the%20other%2C%20limited%20exceptions
From the Nurse's Office:
Massachusetts Travel Orders clarification:
Children 10 years and under are NOT required to test when returning from out of state.
However, their parent/guardian must produce a negative test to the nurse's office. The
theory is that children 10 and under are generally in the company of their
parents/guardians so if their parents/guardians have not been exposed the children
should be clear as well.
Children 11 years and older must obtain a negative test after traveling out of state.
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order
Mary Beth Doherty, MS,RN
Penn Brook School Nurse
978-352-5785 ext. 2016/18

Fun Day Fundraiser:
Our February Fun Day Fundraiser on Thursday, 2/25 (for the T/TH cohort)
and Friday, 2/26 (for the W/F cohort), will benefit the American Heart
Association. Grade 6 students at our Leadership Lunch voted that students could wear a
NFL jersey, or any sports jersey or red, which is the color for heart disease awareness
and donate $1.00 for a good cause.
Perley Preschool 2021- 2022:
We are very happy to announce that the Perley Preschool will be opening for the 20212022 school year! Please access this site: perleyschool.net
for program information; tuition information and procedures; and registration forms.
Deadline for registration is Monday, March 1. (Also, please see the attached brochure.)
Please join us on Wednesday, 2/24 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. for an
informational meeting to present plans for the new Perley Integrated
Preschool. General information regarding the Perley Integrated
Preschool can be found at perleyschool.net
This meeting will be through Zoom at:

Join Zoom Meeting
ID: 94884597758
Passcode: 875649

P-EBT Benefits: Please see attached the attached letter with information regarding
the P-EBT benefits for our school community families.
News From GYCC:
We still have a TON of programs going on throughout Feb/March.
Our Spring programming will run April - June and will be announced in a few weeks.
We've launched our Youth Council which is off to a fantastic start.
We have also had some great responses for our Mural Contest and are looking forward
to our final session for Georgetown Coffeehouse next week. Seeking a fun MC to help
host our final session on 2/11. Please see the attached brochure and information on
February

Yearbook Photos

The Penn Brook Yearbook is coming together! Don't let your student(s) be left out. You
have the opportunity to pick the exact photos of your student(s) that you would like
added to the 2020-2021 yearbook! Click the following link to submit your
photos: https://images.jostens.com/415864005
If prompted for a User ID, please use:
416864005
Pictures can be of class celebrations (if staff took them), first day of school, remote
learning, sports, dance, cheer, karate, scouting events, snow days, etc. We just ask that
the pictures are of Penn Brook students. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Jen Morrissey at
jenlmorr730@gmail.com.
Purchase your Penn Brook Yearbook online at:
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1083045/Penn-Brook-School/20
21-Yearbook/20201029042747190121/CATALOG_SHOP/

It’s COLD outside! Please send your child to school with a jacket, hat, and mittens
as needed, and please label all outside clothing. Please have your child put
their hat and mittens in the sleeve of their jacket for easy retrieval. (Mittens
are so much easier for children to put on themselves!)

Brightening Someone’s Day: My Brother's Table in Lynn serves a hot meal 365 days a

year to several hundred needy patrons. As you can imagine, the pandemic has proved
challenging and forced them to reevaluate how they serve the community. Guests are no
longer able to come into the beautiful dining hall to share a meal together. Instead MBT
is packaging meals to go. As part of this effort they are asking volunteers to pack lunch
and dinner bags from home.
If your family would like to brighten someone's day you can decorate brown paper lunch
bags with a colorful picture and/or a kind message. A simple task that could have a
profound effect on a troubled soul. Please return them to school in your child's
backpack. A staff member will fill and deliver the bags to MBT. Please help us share the
love! D
 ecorated bags will be collected all year long!

Message from the Department of Public Health
Greetings from the School Health Unit:

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health is removing the requirement for flu
vaccination for attendance in childcare/preschool, primary, secondary and
postsecondary education. Preliminary data show that this has been a mild flu season to
date, presumably as people have received their seasonal flu vaccine and have been
adhering to mask-wearing and social distancing due to COVID-19. Given the intensive
Commonwealth-wide efforts regarding COVID-19 vaccination, DPH wants to alleviate
the burden to obtain flu vaccination and focus on continuing our COVID -19 vaccination
efforts. DPH continues to strongly recommend that everyone age six months and older
receive their seasonal flu vaccine each year.  The updated schedule can be found here.
Reminder from the Health Office:
Symptoms Consistent With COVID-19:
Fever (100 degrees F or higher), chills, or shaking chills
Cough (not due to other known cause)
Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Headache when in combination with other symptoms
Muscle aches or body aches
Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea
Fatigue, when in combination with other symptoms
Nasal congestion or runny nose (not due to other known causes, such as allergies)
when in combination with other symptoms.
● Monitor yourself and your loved ones for symptoms. If you have any symptoms, call
your doctor and get tested with a PCR test.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

COVID-19 Safety Basics...
● Stay at least 6 feet apart from others.
● Wear a multi-layered mask which fits well and covers your mouth and nose when out
in public.
● Wash your hands with sanitizer or soap and water frequently.
● Don't touch your face.
● Go to Mass.gov to see the latest guidance and information on COVID-19.
○ https://link.cumulusglobal.com/u/67aaa58a/lh8BsG4z6xGngc7rhnsoMg?u=ht
tps%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Finfo-details%2Fcovid-19-updates-and-i
nformation

Media Release:

As we get more into a routine with remote learning, we are looking forward to the
resumption of our Community Gatherings (students will participate remotely), Fun Day
Fundraisers, Penn Brook Perspectives and other events. There will be times that
students may be photographed for these events, for the Penn Brook yearbook (please see
the request below for volunteers to help with the yearbook!), and we may share these
photos on our website, with the local newspaper or cable access station, although a
child’s full name would not be shared.
If you do not want your child photographed for any reason,
please email your child’s teacher.
Confidentiality:
Since many parents are in close proximity to their child during zoom lessons, it is very
important to maintain confidentiality with anything you see or hear. If you have
concerns, please bring them to the teacher’s attention or to an administrator, but refrain
from discussing your concerns with another parent.

