
 

Thanksgiving 2020 

 

Have you seen the memes or any of the jokes going around lately that sum up, what for 

many, is the “worst year” ever? My sister-in-law sent this around to our families: “2020 

is a unique leap year. It has 29 days in February, 300 days in March and 5 years in 

April!” We all chimed in in agreement that it is amazing how many catastrophes have 

occurred-- fires, hurricanes, and of course the pandemic, including not being able to 

find paper products anywhere and quarantining in our homes for weeks. We laughed at 

other jokes and memes that were then shared. Laughter gives my family a way for us to 

connect, uniting us from different parts of the country. These memes and jokes also 

unite perfect strangers through social media, providing an opportunity to share 

common experiences, thoughts and reactions.  

 

As I have written so many times, I love the month of November and I love Thanksgiving; 

I love the paradoxes of this time of year-- the beauty of the bare trees against the rich 

sky, which is ever changing. Gardens are either cleared for the winter, or perhaps like 

mine, a jumble of dried flowers, stalks and stems (I love the look!), while our tables are 

filled with colorful foods. The only expectations for Thanksgiving are perhaps for 

serving time honored recipes, but the simplicity of the day allows for deeper 

conversations and gatherings centered on just being together. 

 

Over the past several months, I’ve thought a lot about the greatest paradox of all;  how 

restrictions and social distancing in many ways have brought us closer --  strangers 

laugh at the same memes, Zooming with families at meetings provides an intimacy we 

wouldn’t experience if meeting in school,  and when we’re invited into your home 

through Zoom, we have an opportunity to see toddlers and babies and family pets, thus 

allowing a greater personal connection. Children in school, in smaller cohorts,  are 

interacting with one another with such enjoyment and inclusion that is sometimes 

difficult with a larger class.  Social distancing may mean seeing parents/grandparents, 

aunts and uncles, cousins and friends in person less frequently, but that may mean 

expressing feelings of love, gratitude and appreciation more often.  

 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving, I know that many are struggling -- it may be the first 

holiday after the loss of a loved one. Families are dealing with separation, illness or just 

sadness of memories of holidays past.  But you are not alone and are surrounded by a 

community that cares. John Donne, wrote, almost 4oo years ago, “No man is an island 

entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main…” We are all 

deeply connected, be it through laughter or sorrow, and although we may not be 

together, we are all in this together.  

 

I hope this Thanksgiving, you are with those you love, in person or memory, and 

regardless of your troubles,  hoping your harvest is bountiful. As I always do, when I 

name all that I am thankful for, your child is always at the top of my list.  

Wishing you a peaceful, wonderful Thanksgiving... Mrs. Maher 

 

 



 

In this season of thanks... 

Thank you to all those students who wrote the most heartwarming and sincere thank 

you notes to Veterans for Veterans Day and thank you also for instilling an appreciation 

for those who serve(d) our country. The letters were sent to Sgt. Douglas Dawes, at the 

American Legion who will share them with our veterans.  

Director of the Georgetown Council on Aging, Colleen Ranshaw-Fiorello, thanking Penn 

Brook Grade 6 students who made Thanksgiving cards for the Council on Aging:  

 

“I just had to send you a quick note thanking you for the wonderful Thanksgiving 

cards from the Penn Brook Student Council…. The cards will go out with today’s Meals 

on Wheels program and I know that they will truly brighten the day for all.  This has 

been such a difficult and challenging year for all and the plan to share some 

intergenerational holiday spirit was absolutely perfect.  I’ve pulled out two of the 

messages to share with you:  “Happy Thanks Giving, I hope you have the best 

Thanksgiving of all times!  Even with everything going on, everything will be okay! Let 

nothing bring you down and give thanks to everyone and yourself.  Sincerely, Your 

Thanks Giver” 

“Fred the Turkey says, I hope you have real great Thanksgiving.  Even though it won’t 

be the same, I hope it will be great!” 

  

Each card featured beautiful artwork and touching messages – exactly what we all 

need at this point! 

Thank you so much! 

Happy Thanksgiving to all of you! 

Colleen 

Colleen Ranshaw-Fiorello, Director 

Georgetown Council on Aging 

Monday, 11/23  5:00- 6:00 p.m. PIN with Math Intervention, 

Mr. Crossman   

  

https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?p

wd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0NWV

DJWSFM3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 842 609 5759 

Passcode: 7qcTv1  

 

 6:00- 7:00 p.m. Grade 5  PIN  

 7:00- 8:00 p.m. Grade 6  PIN  

https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?pwd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0NWVDJWSFM3Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?pwd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0NWVDJWSFM3Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?pwd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0NWVDJWSFM3Zz09


 

 

   Thanksgiving Travel:  

You do not need to quarantine for 14 days if you took a test for COVID-19 and have 

received a negative result. The specimen for the test must have been collected no longer 

than 72 hours before your arrival in Massachusetts, and the testing must be by a method 

approved by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. Upon request, you must 

be able to demonstrate proof of the negative test result. 

If you took a test prior to your arrival but have not received your negative result, you 

MUST quarantine until you receive the negative result. You may obtain a test at your 

own expense after your arrival in Massachusetts, but you MUST quarantine until you 

obtain a negative result. Use the COVID-19 testing map to find a site near you.  

Information about approved molecular tests can be found in the Department of Public 

Health Guidance. A negative result from an antigen test must be confirmed by a 

negative result from an FDA EUA-approved molecular (PCR) SARS-CoV2 test, on a 

sample obtained 72 hours or less prior to arrival in Massachusetts. Serology tests will 

not be accepted. 

Visitors are strongly urged to obtain a negative result before traveling to 

Massachusetts. 

Tuesday, 11/24  6:00- 7:00 p.m. PIN with Reading Specialist, 

Kate Donlin  

zoom.us/j/96831686834?pwd=S

VorTT...  

(ID: 96831686834 

                               Password: 997029)  

7:00- 8:00 p.m. Kindergarten PIN  

Wednesday, 11/25 12:00 Early Release 

Thursday, 11/16 Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/about-the-department-of-public-health
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-testing
https://www.mass.gov/guidance/guidance-for-travelers-arriving-in-the-commonwealth-of-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/guidance/guidance-for-travelers-arriving-in-the-commonwealth-of-massachusetts
https://zoom.us/j/96831686834?pwd=SVorTTY0NmZGd1FSV1hXNnN0cnBsQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96831686834?pwd=SVorTTY0NmZGd1FSV1hXNnN0cnBsQT09


Testing for children, 10 years and younger, who are traveling with an adult 

from their household is not required.  If the child is 11 or older, the school 

recommends a negative test before returning to school. 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order 

Individuals who do not comply with the requirement to quarantine are subject to a fine 

of $500 per day. 

 

Please go to this site for specific information: 

https://www.mass.gov/news/thanksgiving-during-covid-19 

 

 

Mary Beth Doherty, MS,RN 

Penn Brook School Nurse 

978-352-5785 ext. 2016/18 

 

 

 

Kindergarten PIN CORRECTION-- Due to a conflict with the Special Town Meeting 

scheduled on Monday, 11/16, the Kindergarten Parent Information Night is 

being moved to Tuesday, 11/24 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Beginning November 16: Parent Information Night! 

Although a little later than usual, we are planning Parent Information 

Nights through zoom for each grade level starting on Monday, 11/16. Each 

classroom teacher will send a specific invite for his/her classroom, and 

links for specialists’ zooms,  based on this schedule: 

 

Mon    11/23      PIN with Math Intervention, Mr. Crossman  5:00- 6:00 

  

https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?pwd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0

NWVDJWSFM3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 842 609 5759 

Passcode: 7qcTv1  

 

 Mon    11/23    Grade 5      6:00- 7:00 

 Mon    11/23    Grade 6      7:00- 8:00 

  

Tues    11/24      PIN with Reading Specialist, Kate Donlin  6:00- 7:00 

zoom.us/j/96831686834?pwd=SVorTT...  

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order
https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?pwd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0NWVDJWSFM3Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/8426095759?pwd=cVFxZk1Ndkc3dXN3a0NWVDJWSFM3Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/96831686834?pwd=SVorTTY0NmZGd1FSV1hXNnN0cnBsQT09


(ID: 96831686834 

password: 997029) 

 

Tues    11/24       Kindergarten       7:00- 8:00 

  

 

Each zoom will begin with a recorded message from Mrs. Maher and a tour 

of the school, followed by a live zoom with your child’s classroom teacher. 

This is an opportunity to find out about curriculum and programs; routines 

and expectations; and is a chance to check in with any questions.  

 

 

  Please see the attached flyer for information on the Boy Scouts Christmas Tree  
Sales. 
 
Please see the attached Box Top flyer. 
 
Music/Art Project:  Our Specialists are currently looking for materials for a 

collaborative music/art project which involves turning used tires into playable 

drums! The following items are requested if you are able to donate at this time: 

● Tires (lawn mower/boat trailer sized/wheelbarrow, preferred- not auto sized!) 

● Clear duct tape 

● Colorful duct tape 

If you are able to donate any of the items, please come to the front of the building 

and place any duct tape or tires in (or near) the orange bucket marked "Donations 

for Art/Music Project." The bucket will be outside of the building, so you will not 

need to enter the building. Thank you. 

Contact Marianne Fravel with questions at: fravelm@georgetown.k12.ma.us 

 

Square 1 Art:  

Dear Families of Penn Brook School, 

Square 1 Art is excited to partner with Penn Brook School to celebrate creativity and 

raise funds for the school! This year, we are celebrating 20 years of helping schools raise 

funds for education through the visual arts. 

Wouldn't you love to share your child's artwork with family and friends? The Square 1 

Art fundraiser provides you the opportunity to purchase keepsakes and gifts featuring 

your child's art! Every order profits your school. 

  

 4 Simple Steps:  

mailto:fravelm@georgetown.k12.ma.us


1. Your child has created a Square 1 Art masterpiece in their art classes. (Some may need 

a bit of free time to finish up their artwork) 

2. Take a photo of your child's art with your phone or tablet. 

3. Upload the art online at https://shop.square1art.com/Shop/upload 

4. You may then begin to shop for keepsakes!  

  

*Please create, upload, and purchase your item by 12/1/2020 * 

  

Together, we can help support the school, and create keepsake memories of your child's 

art to enjoy for years! 

 

 

Yearbook Volunteers Needed:  Do you enjoy making photo books for your 

family? If you said yes to this question, becoming a yearbook volunteer might be 

the right job for you. Typically the yearbook volunteer would go into the classroom 

to take class pictures, that would be used in the photo collage for your child's class. 

However, with new safety protocols due to Covid, we won't be in the classroom. 

You could ask your teacher if he/she wouldn't mind taking photos while in school. 

You could also see if the teacher has any ideas for creative ways to get photos. 

Parents can also send photos of their kids to you displaying at-home learning, the 

first day of school pictures, and such. There will be training provided by the 

yearbook company to help you learn about the templates and formatting. Feel free 

to reach out to Jen Morrissey at jenlmorr730@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

 
 
Yearbooks: 
To the Penn Brook Community, 

2019-2020 Penn Brook Yearbooks were delivered this summer!  We do have a limited 

number of extra yearbooks to sell on a first come, first serve basis.  If you forgot to order 

and would like to purchase one for $30, please contact Jen Morrissey at 

jenlmorr730@gmail.com. 
If for some reason you did not receive your pre-ordered yearbook, please also contact 

Jen Morrissey to arrange for pickup.  

 

Please note: receiving this email does not guarantee a yearbook being available. These 

copies are limited and will only be available while supplies last. 

 

Media Release: 

As we get more into a routine with remote learning, we are looking forward to the 

resumption of our Community Gatherings (students will participate remotely), Fun Day 

https://shop.square1art.com/Shop/upload
https://shop.square1art.com/Shop/upload


Fundraisers, Penn Brook Perspectives and other events. There will be times that 

students may be photographed for these events, for the Penn Brook yearbook (please see 

the request below for volunteers to help with the yearbook!), and we may share these 

photos on our website, with the local newspaper or cable access station, although a 

child’s full name would not be shared.  

If you do not want your child photographed for any reason,  

please email your child’s teacher. 

 

 Housekeeping: 

 

When you email your child’s teacher regarding an absence due to illness, please include 

our school nurses in your email:  

Mary Beth Doherty:  dohertym@georgetown.k12.ma.us 

Kathy Hatch:              hatchk@georgetown.k12.ma.us 

 

 

 
 

Confidentiality:  

Since many parents are in close proximity to their child during zoom lessons, it is very 

important to maintain confidentiality with anything you see or hear. If you have 

concerns, please bring them to the teacher’s attention or to an administrator, but refrain 

from discussing your concerns with another parent. 
 
 
 
Mandatory Flu Vaccinations: 

Governor Baker is mandating that all students receive a flu vaccination before 

December 31st.  Please submit documentation to our school nurses, Mary Beth Doherty 

or Kathy Hatch. Thank you. 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

The state of Massachusetts has mandated that students in grades K -12 receive a flu 

vaccine by December 31, 2020.  The rationale is to prevent an influenza outbreak while 

simultaneously  dealing with the covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Currently there are two exemptions:  a medical exemption which requires a physician’s 

mailto:dohertym@georgetown.k12.ma.us
mailto:hatchk@georgetown.k12.ma.us


note and a religious exemption which necessitates  a note from the parent/guardian. 

The “ refusal to vaccinate” form is not an exemption at this time. 

 

As always, please feel free to call or email your school nurse with any questions or 

concerns! 

Mary Beth Doherty, MS,RN 

Penn Brook School Nurse 

978-352-5785 ext. 2016/18 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 


