
 
 
"The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 

You know how it is with an April day. 

When the sun is out and the wind is still, 

You're one month on in the middle of May. 

But if you so much as dare to speak, 

a cloud come over the sunlit arch, 

And wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you're two months back in the middle of March." 

~ Robert Frost 

 

 

Every  sunny day this past week,  the sun felt stronger than the day before, and was a reminder 

that spring is indeed here!  On Wednesday, April will be welcomed with open arms, although in 

New England, just as Robert Frost wrote, we know Mother Nature can be fickle. Spring bulbs are 

blooming though, forsythia bushes are turning brilliant yellow, and buds are popping on trees 

and bushes; with this beautiful spring color, we know warmer days are on the way to stay.  

 

We continue to face unprecedented times, as across the country we are all doing what we can to 

battle COVID-19.  If we have to go out for groceries or to the pharmacy,  we know to practice 

social distancing, wash hands and do not touch our face. As of Friday, March, 27, Commissioner 

Riley has closed schools until at least May 4. For the time being, teachers will continue to update 

links, resources and activities to reinforce learning. Yesterday,  Supt Jacobs sent out an updated 

message with  information and implications as we develop a plan for this extended closure and 

remote learning. Supt. Jacobs’ message and the information from Commissioner Riley can be 

found at:  https://wp.me/p7V44l-LA  

 

 

C.A.R.E.S Values: Our monthly character trait for April is honesty.  
Lower Grades: Honesty is when you speak the truth and tell what really happened. 

Upper Grades: Being honest means you admit to your actions even if you'll get in trouble.  

Use words that your child can understand, explain what honesty means in your family. Then 

continue to remind your child: 

● “This is the way we do things in our family.” 

● “We tell the truth.” 

● “We do not take what is not ours.” 

● “If we have done something dishonest, we own up to it.” 

● “We tell the truth even when it is hard to do.” 

● “When you tell the truth people will respect you, and you will feel better 

about yourself.” 

https://wp.me/p7V44l-LA


● “I might not like what you have to tell me, and there might be a consequence, 

but I will respect you for telling the truth. 

Second Step Curriculum: The social emotional curriculum we use with students has offered 

several resources for families during this time. Resources can be found at 

secondstep.org/covid19support This site will be continuously  updated with new resources 

to help support families at home.  

Report Cards: Beginning Wednesday, April 1 report cards will be sent out to parents at the 

same email address with which you receive This Week (and this message). Kindergarten report 

cards will be the first to be sent with each grade being sent on the subsequent day. Grade 6 cards 

may be viewed on the parent portal starting on April 1.  Special education progress reports will 

also be sent out beginning on April 1. If you do not receive your child's report card within the 

week, please reach out to your child's classroom teacher. 

 

Kindergarten Registration Postponed: The kindergarten registration process has been 

amended as follows: 

May 12- General registration at Penn Brook  

May 13- Registration packets collected for current Perley students going to kindergarten next 

fall 

The screening of students will continue as planned with current Perley students going to 

kindergarten next year being screened in June. All other incoming kindergartners will be 

screened in September. 

 

Greeting Cards: Unfortunately many, many assisted living and nursing homes have stopped 

visitors, as the virus poses a major risk to the elderly. I am attaching a link with an article about 

how isolating it is for elders and how your child can brighten someone’s day by making a 

greeting card to send to a nursing home or assisted living resident, either at a facility listed in 

the link, or one near you. 

https://www.today.com/parents/writing-cards-nursing-homes-others-isolation-can-help-t1766

80 

 

Hoping all is well and please let your child know how much I miss being together, but together 

in person or not, we continue to be Penn Brook CARES… 

 

Mrs. Maher 
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