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Mrs. Maher revealed herself as Carmen 

Sandiego on Literacy Night. Students in 

third through sixth grade worked to 

solve the “mystery” of who stole the 

golden leaves we use for PBIS.  

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings! 
 
Thanksgiving has come and gone and 
here we are at the end of Term I as well. 
Teachers have been very busy preparing 
report cards (cards went home today) 
and for Parent/Teacher conferences 
tomorrow ~ there is an early release for 
Kindergarten- Grade 5 at 12:00 (lunch 
will not be served). As a teacher, this 
was always one of my favorite days. I 
loved meeting with parents and 
discussing their child's progress. I would 
tell my students it was a chance for me 
to “brag" about them to their parent! 
The home/school connection is vital to 
your child’s success and it is always 
wonderful to see the very high level of 
participation. We are also well into the 
darkest time of the year, culminating on 
December 21, the Winter Solstice, the 
shortest day of the year. The early 
darkness though allows all the lights and 
candles during this holiday season to 
shine bright and ever more beautiful. I 
hope your holidays are filled with the 
light of the season and your New Year is 
filled with Peace and Love.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Kindergarten 

 

Mrs. Bongiorni’s Class poses in front of 

the apples they created.  

Kindergarten has been working on 

writing like a scientist and using their 

five senses. They are using ten frames in 

mathematics and have also been 

working with math pattern blocks. They 

continue to work on beginning letter 

sounds and rhyming. This month, sixth 

graders from student council have 

started to work in kindergarten 

classrooms on Fridays to help students 

during their center work.  

First Grade 

 
Mrs. Begin’s class poses with pictures and facts 

about turkeys.  

 

Miles poses with his  turkey picture and facts.  

 

 

Mrs. Schena’s class poses with their turkey’ that 

they disguised for Thanksgiving.  

 

 



First grade has been working on a Folk 

Tale and Fairy Tale Unit. They learned 

that these tales typically has three 

characters, three events and a lesson. 

Students have read several versions of 

these tales including The Three Little 

Pigs and The Gingerbread Man. They 

have been comparing and contrasting 

the different stoires.  

In Mathematics, students have been 

practicing addition and subtraction 

using number grids and number lines.  

Students are completing a unit on sound 

during science. They recently conducted 

an experiment using a laser and a tuning 

fork. Students were able to watch the 

light vibrate from the sound.  

Second Grade 

 
Mrs. Slack’s class works to create 

acrostic poems in a cornocopia in 

preparation of Thanksgiving.  

Second graders have been working on 

coding and identifying two syllable 

words, as well as learning suffixes. In 

mathematics, students are solving 

additon and subtraction problems using 

different strategies which include 

counting up and down on number lines.  

During Reader’s Workshop, students are 

learning about story elements and are 

also making predictions about the 

stories they read. They are wrapping up 

their realistic fiction unit.  

Students are continuing to work on 

editing their personal narratives and 

revising their work from these “small 

moments” stories. They will publish a 

final piece for their families before the 

holiday break in December.  

Third Grade

 
Ben, Sophia, and Mackenzie from Mrs. 

Harrington’s class show their Realistic 

Fiction Book Jackets.  



 

Mackenzie’s character and “About the 

Author” information for Stone Fox.  

Students completed a book jacket for 

their Realistic Fiction Unit. They wrote a 

summary of the story, a character 

profile, and an about the author section. 

In additon, students have been working 

on creating their own realistic fiction 

story.  

During mathematics, students are 

working on additon and subtraction, as 

well as working with data. They have 

learned how to read pictographs and bar 

graphs. 

Recently students learned about natural 

hazards in science, including tornadoes 

and hurricanes. They are beginning a 

new unit learning about objects in 

motion.  

 

 

 

Fourth Grade 

 
Students in Mrs. Houle’s class began to 

brainstorm ideas for persuasive writing. 

They had to decide if they should be able 

to spend all the money they earn on 

whatever they choose.  

In mathematics, students began working 

on fractions. They are comparing 

fractions, ordering fractions, and 

learning how to divide equivalent 

fractions.  

During science, students have been 

learning about speed and energy. They 

recently conducted an experiment using 

toy cars. They had to determine how 

cars were affected when they collided in 

three different ways(head-on, from the 

side, or when one car was parked.)  

In social studies, students finished 

learning about the Southeastern part of 

the United States. They will be exploring 

all the regions of the United States as 

well as Canada and Mexico this year. 

During reading, students have been 

working on characterization. They 

completed their realistic fiction unit and 

are moving on to non-fiction. 



During writing, students worked on 

narratives, including imaginative 

narratives and are moving on to 

persuasive writing.  

An Imaginative 
Narrative  
By: Kevin Correa 
 

 Splash! Went the waves as they 
crashed onto the sand. I scanned out at 
the ocean only to see waves the size of 
mountains.  Rory was walking back and 
forth thinking of what to do. We had to 
protect the aquarium.  “Honestly, I 
thought to myself, I think the aquarium 
might get crushed by the waves’’ 
 Me and Rory had been thinking 
rapidly for about 5 minutes.  Finally, I 
came up with a risky idea.  We were 
going to dig deep trenches in front of the 
wall to stop the water for enough time 
until the tide goes down.  It was risky 
because it could overflow and flood the 
aquarium.  But it was our only chance to 
save the hermit crabs. 

A couple of minutes later, me and 
Rory were shoveling the deep trenches 
in front of the wall.  Digging was 
extremely hard when it was ninety 
degrees outside! I felt like I was Hansel 
and Gretel getting thrown into an oven 
that was already scorching hot!  I 
couldn't bear to stay outside another 
minute or I would die! Finally, the 
trenches were done. Only a few more 
minutes until the tide was truly at it’s 
highest. 

Five long minutes later, the first 
big wave hit the aquarium.  The wall 
held up well, but there was a small 
breach in the middle.  That could 
possibly flood the aquarium. The hermit 
crabs would probably get washed away 
and get eaten by mollusks.  I asked Rory 

what we should do. She replied “Fill the 
breach,” she demanded as she squinted 
out at the last monster waves. Crash! 
The waves hit the aquarium! The mist 
from the water crashing on the beach 
covered the aquarium.  Then the misty 
air cleared up.  I couldn't believe it, the 
aquarium was still standing! The hermit 
crabs were saved! 

 Before I did anything else, 
I jumped into the refreshing water and 
stayed there. After a couple of stress 
relieving minutes, I told my family about 
it and while I told them, they had these 
expressions on their faces and I tried not 
to let out a chuckle. “Next time I build 
an aquarium I should probably build a 
little more away from the shore “I 
thought to myself. 

 

Who Stole the 
Leaves at Literacy 

Night? 
An interview with Mia 
Girard and Wade Turner 

 
 
Mia: Describe the rooms you 
participated in at Literacy Night. 
 
Wade: They were fun and each room 
was a different country. We learned a lot 
because we read a paragraph about the 
country.  Each room was labeled as a 
country and they had pictures of the 
great wonders of that country. 
 
 
Mia: What was your favorite 
activity and why did you like it? 
 

Wade: In Egypt there was a piece of 

paper with designs that stand for a 



letter.  You had to figure out what the 

word was. It was fun because I didn’t 

know what the word was and I was 

excited to find out. The ice cream was 

delicious too! 

Mia: What should people who did 

not go to Literacy Night know 

about this event? 

Wade:People should know that the 

name of the countries fourth through 

sixth grade were Egypt, China and Italy. 

In each of the countries was an activity. 

In Italy, there was a paragraph that we 

had to read about the Leaning Tower of 

Pisa. They also should know who stole 

the golden leaves. 

Mia. We all watched the video 

about the Golden Leaves being 

stolen. How was that solved and 

who stole the golden leaves? 

Wade: In one of the rooms there was a 

word unscramble and that determined 

who the crooks were. The crooks were 

Mrs. Donohoe and Mr. Polston. Carmen 

Sandiego was Mrs. Maher.  

Today in 5th 
Grade                   

   

By: Chloe Macchiavelli 
and Fiona Flood 
 

Fifth grade is very exciting, fun, and 
eventful.  If you are you are in a younger 
grade and want to know what the future 
will hold for you in fifth grade, then you 
found the perfect place to look for 
answers.  So buckle up and get ready to 
find out what exactly goes on in fifth 
grade.   
 

In math, we are learning how to do 
mental math and solve the problems in 
our heads.  When you need to solve a 
problem and there’s nothing to do your 
work on, you will know how to do it in 
your head. We are also doing long 
division. Cool, right? 
 

In reading we are doing vocabulary for a 
book called Maniac Magee.  So when a 
word we don’t know come’s up in the 
text we will do the vocab with our class 
and teacher. It is a very good book 
 
 

In writing we are writing personal 
narratives about something that we 
did.  Then we are revising and editing 
them.  Then we type them. I think you 
will like this assignment. 
 

The last subject is social studies. We are 
learning about ancient civilizations such 
as the Aztecs, the Incas, and the Maya. 
We are writing letters to our family 
about what we learned about each tribe. 
 
There you have it! This is all you need to 
know about fifth grade. Thank you for 
reading. 
 
 



 

6th Grade Scoop 

By Izabella Markovic and 

Gianna Caruso 

 

 

ELA  

Our schedule has changed a little 

bit. For A block today we are going to 

ELA with Mrs. Stamm. We are reading a 

book called Where the Red Fern Grows. 

It's about a little boy who is 13 years old 

and is brave, determined, and fun. Billy 

is the boy we were talking about, and he 

just saved up 50 dollars to buy red bone 

coon hounds. Now that he has them, he 

is hunting and hunting all the time. 

When he catches a coon he either sells 

the coon hide or his mama makes him a 

fluffy coon hat. 

 

 

Math 

Now Gianna and I go to math 

where we are learning about decimals. 

When you add decimals, you line up 

your decimals. It doesn't matter if one is 

bigger or smaller than the other. We are 

also learning about mixed numbered 



fractions. For 

example↓   

          2.25 + 3.34 = 5.59  

 

 

 
Geography 

 Now Izabella and I go to 

geography where we are learning about 

Central Africa. We are also learning 

about conflict minerals which you can 

find in the D.R.C. The D.R.C. is slaving 

people to be workers so we can have 

phones because phones can be made 

without conflict minerals.  

 
In science, we are learning about 

soil and weathering. George Washington 

Carver taught us about soil rotation 

which is when soil gets tired, so it needs 

a break. So if you're growing corn on the 

left side of the field and pumpkins on 

the right, the next year grow the 

pumpkins on the left and the corn on the 

right. 

 

Sixth graders in costumes at the 

Halloween Dance this past 

October.  



 

Mrs. McGinnis and Mr. Chenette pose 

with their children at the Halloween 

Dance. 

Camp Kieve 

By: Zachary McKnight and 

Niko Maniatis 

 

 

This month we went to an awesome 

camp called Camp Kieve, filled with 

excitement and learning.  

The buses are really cool! They 

were VIP buses. They had nice chairs 

and movies. The most awesome thing 

was that there were bathrooms on the 

buses. The chairs even reclined. It’s 

really exciting because most yellow 

school buses don’t have reclining chairs. 

I think it’s neat because they had movies 

and had feet rests. The movies we 

watched were Minions and Because of 

Winn Dixie. I think that is different 

because most buses for school don’t 

have movies. The most exciting part of 

the bus ride was when everyone saw the 

Kieve sign and started freaking out! 

At Camp Kieve the cabins we 

lived in for a week were amazing and 

nice. The cabins might seem like 

ordinary camp cabins, but they were 

nicer than they look. For one, the rooms 

have air conditioning and heating. Also 



they have very fancy bathrooms with 

nice showers, and the floor was 

hardwood. There were tile showers. Best 

of all, there were two of them. Along 

with that great deal, there were many 

bunkbeds. 

Overall, the food was great and 

we would recommend it. The food at 

Kieve was more than meets the eye. 

When it meets your stomach, life is 

good. For breakfast we had different 

things. Some days we had bagels, 

sausage, and eggs. We always had cereal. 

We had snacks three times a day. There 

were granola bars, water, and apples. 

For lunch, just like breakfast, it 

was different every day. There was a 

salad bar and the drink was always 

lemonade and water. Some meals we 

had were cheeseburgers, tacos, and 

pizza. One day we had chicken pot pie.  

Finally, we had dinner. We had 

things like bread and spaghetti. It was 

really good, high quality food. At the end 

of every meal, we did something called 

the Ort Report. We had to weigh leftover 

food that was on our plates. Our goal 

was to get zero Ort. Overall, the food 

was great and I would recommend it!  

They said it is school out of 

school, and we did fun team building 

projects.  

One of the activities was Nine 

Square. During Nine Square, it is just 

like Four Square but with nine squares. 

You have to hit a ball over the nine 

squares to get people out. Another fun 

activity was the morning and night 

walks. During these walks, we walked 

the trails of Kieve. It is so nice because 

the fog over the lake looks majestic. It is 

nice to see all of the wildlife and all of 

the nature. During the walks, you get to 

talk with all of your friends, and you get 

to walk. It is really fun at Kieve! In 

conclusion, Kieve is a great camp and I 

would recommend going there over the 

summer!  



 

 

Sixth graders had fun at their recent 

Camp Kieve trip.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronan Bryne poses with his picture 

which was entered in the Topsfield Fair 

this fall. He earned first place in his age 

group and best in show for the entire art 

fair. Congratulations Ronan! 



PBIS Report 

 
Students at Penn Brook have earned 

7,900 leaves since the beginning of the 

school year. We are working towards a 

school-wide goal of 25,000 leaves for a 

school-wide reward.  

Responsibility Lessons 
in November at Penn 

Brook 

 
 
Fifth graders Avery, Reese and Sean 
stand with a poster they created about 
responsibility in our school.  
 
 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 students in 
kindergarten read What Does It Mean to 
Be Kind? By Rana DiOrio with Mrs.  
Bissaillon. 

First graders read Strega Nona by Tomie 
dePaola.  
At the end of each physical education class, 
Mrs. Bissaillon asks students to explain a 
“take away” from class. For example, they 
shared how they showed responsibility 
during a game.  
 
Grade 2: Mrs. Wahl read the book: What If 
Everybody Did That? by Ellen 
Javernick.  After listening to the story, 
students were put into groups to complete a 
sorting activity.  Students were given 24 
scenarios and, using cooperation, they had 
to decide if the scenario was responsible or 
not responsible.   
 
Grade 3 and 4: Mr. Walsh met with fourth 
grade and Ms. Carvalho met with third 
grade. Students read Strega Nona by 
Tomie dePaola. After the story, students 
discussed the different responsibilities that 
they “juggle” and completed a hands on 
juggling activity after their group discussion.  
 
Grade 5: Mrs. Doran, Ms. Carroll, Mr. 
Walsh and School Resource Officer Henry 
Olshefsky met with students in their 
classroom to discuss responsibility and 
what it looks like at Penn Brook in different 
parts of the school. (cafeteria, playground, 
hallways, bathrooms, and classroom). Fifth 
graders worked together to create posters 
about responsibilities at school, at home, as 
members of a team, or as a friend. They 
researched quotes about responsibility and 
decorated posters with this theme that are 
hung throughout the school.   
 

Grade 6: Mrs. Doran, Ms. Carroll, Mr. 

Walsh and School Resource Officer Henry 

Olshefsky met with students in classrooms 

to create videos about responsibility and 

what it looks like at Penn Brook School. 

Students made video vignettes reinforcing 

responsibility and what it looks like in 

different areas of the school. These videos 

will be shared on morning announcements 



and also during monthly Community 

Gatherings.   

 
 
Our new Makerspace is a place where 
students have an opportunity to explore 
their own interests, learn to use tools 
and materials and develop creative 
projects.  
Our Makerspace provides hands-on, 
creative ways for students to design, 
experiment, and invent as they engage 
in science, engineering and 
tinkering.  There is a sign-up for 
donations on the Penn Brook website or 
you can access the following link: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
e49a8a92da13-makerspace  
All items can be dropped off at Penn 
Brook in the box marked Makerspace in 
the lobby.  Items can also be picked up 
for your convenience, in which case you 
can contact Ms. Fravel at 
fravelm@georgetown-
schools.net.  Please email Ms. Fravel if 
you would like to volunteer as well. 
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