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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Through a strong partnership between faculty, administration, parents, and the community, the Georgetown Public Schools serves the 

Georgetown Community by nurturing and preparing each student to be a successful learner. The Georgetown Public Schools strives to 

educate our students to realize their potential as competent and contributing members of the global community. The faculty, 

administration, parents and community consider it an honor and responsibility to nurture and prepare each student for the future. We 

believe that a supportive home, school and community are essential for the educational, emotional and physical development of our 

students. We support and celebrate their interests and talents in academic, as well as co-curricular activities. We see our students as 

responsible, active partners in the learning process. 

 

GENERAL OVERVIEW  

 

Welcome to fifth grade in the Georgetown Public Schools!  Your child’s final year of study at the Penn Brook School happens in fifth 

grade.   Students will build upon the foundation they were taught in previous grades. Part of this year will be to provide supports and 

transitions in preparation for the move to the middle school next year.   

 

You, the parent, play an important role in your child’s education. Rather than guessing at what your child is expected to learn in fifth 

grade, we hope this guide will tell you exactly what he/she is expected to master by the end of the school year.    

 

A typical day in fifth grade is filled with developmentally appropriate activities in Reading, Math, Social Studies, Science, Computers 

and the Arts.   

A schedule of a typical day includes: 

Morning Meeting 

Readers’ Workshop 

Writers’ Workshop 

Word Study 

Mathematics 

Lunch/Recess 

Science/Social Studies 

Specials 

 

Daily School Hours 

(Grade 5) 8:40 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

Georgetown Public Schools 

 

Parent Guide to Curriculum, Instruction, & 

Assessment 
 

  

Grade 5 
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
  
The curriculum pages have been developed as another way of communicating with you. They highlight the core curriculum and 

expectations for student learning at each grade level.  It is important to note that although children may learn and grow at different 

rates and through varied styles, all should make regular progress. This overview includes program information, topics covered, units 

of study taught, state standards/strands, student benchmarks, ways that you can help at home, assessment and homework details, and 

contact information.   
 

MATHEMATICS 
 

 

 

 

Introduction  
 

 

Mathematics learning activities for fifth grade are integrated into the children’s daily routine as well as taught in a distinctive math 

block. Specific content objectives are taught using our Everyday Mathematics text and through manipulatives and supplemental math 

games and instructional resources. 
 

The math strands taught in fifth grade are: Number Sense and Operations; Patterns, Relations, and Algebra; Geometry; Measurement; 

and Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability. We want students to apply the math strands in multi-step problem utilizing math 

thinking strategies, through real world examples.  Learning what numbers mean, how they may be represented, relationships among 

them, and computations with them is central to developing number sense.  Through their study of patterns, relations, and algebra , 

students should understand how patterns, relations, and functions are interrelated; be able to represent and analyze mathematical 

situations and structures using algebraic symbols; use mathematical models to understand quantitative relationships; and analyze 

change in various contexts.  By studying geometry and measurement, students understand the structure of space and the spatial 

relations around them, measure many aspects of their environment, and communicate this structure, these relations, and their 

measurements to others.  Through their study of data, statistics, and probability students learn to collect, organize, and display relevant 

data to answer questions that can be addressed with data; use appropriate statistical methods and predictions that are based on data; 

develop and evaluate inferences and predictions that are based on data; and apply basic concepts of probability. 

 

Teachers utilize a combination of whole group instruction, small group activities, math stations, math journals, and individual learning 

experiences.  Student progress is assessed using district-based benchmark assessments, NWEA assessments, MCAS performance, 

text-based chapter assessments, class work and through homework. 
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Benchmarks 
 

All students should be able to do the following by the end of fifth grade: 
 

Number Sense and Operations 

 Demonstrate an understanding of (positive integer) powers of ten, e.g., 10², 10³. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of place value through millions and thousandths. 

 Represent and compare large (millions) and small (thousandths) positive numbers in various forms, such as expanded 

notation without exponents, e.g., 9724 = 9x1000 + 7x100 + 2x10 + 4. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of fractions as a ratio of whole numbers, as parts of unit wholes, as parts of a collection, and 

as locations on the number line. 

 Identify and determine common equivalent fractions (with denominators 2, 4, 5, 10) and mixed numbers (with denominators 

2, 4, 5, 10), decimals, and percents (through one hundred percent), e.g., ¾=0.75=75%. 

 Find and position whole numbers, positive fractions, positive mixed numbers, and positive decimals on a number line. 

 Compare and order whole numbers, positive fractions, positive mixed numbers, positive decimals, and percents. 

 Apply the number theory concepts of common factor, common multiple, and divisibility rules for 2, 3, 5, and 10 to the 

solution of problems.  Demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of prime and composite numbers. 

 Solve problems involving multiplication and division of whole numbers, and multiplication of positive fractions with whole 

numbers. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of how parentheses affect expressions involving addition, subtraction, and multiplication, and 

use that understanding to solve problems, e.g., 3 x (4+2) = 3 x 6. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the inverse relationship of addition and subtraction, and use that understanding to simplify 

computation and solve problems. 

 Accurately and efficiently add and subtract whole numbers and positive decimals.  Multiply and divide (using double-digit 

divisors) whole numbers.  Multiply positive decimals with whole numbers. 

 Accurately and efficiently add and subtract positive fractions and mixed numbers with like denominators and with unlike 

denominators (2, 4, 5, 10 only); multiply positive fractions with whole numbers.  Simplify fractions in cases when both the 

numerator and the denominator have 2, 3, 4, 5, or 10 as a common factor. 

 Estimate sums and differences of whole numbers, positive fractions, and positive decimals.  Estimate products of whole 

numbers and products of positive decimals with whole numbers.  Use a variety of strategies and judge the reasonableness of 

the answer. 

 

Patterns, Relations, and Algebra 

 Analyze and determine the rules for extending symbolic, arithmetic, and geometric patterns and progressions, e.g., 

ABBCCC; 1, 5, 9, 13…; 3, 9, 27… 

 Replace variables with given values and evaluate/simplify, e.g., 2() + 3 when  = 4. 

 Use the properties of equality to solve problems with whole numbers, e.g., if  + 7 = 13, then  = 13 – 7, therefore  = 6; if 

3 x  = 15, then  = 15 ÷ 3, therefore  = 5. 

 Represent real situations and mathematical relationships with concrete models, tables, graphs, and rules in words and with 

symbols, e.g., input-output tables. 

 Solve problems involving proportional relationships using concrete models, tables, graphs, and paper-pencil methods. 

 Interpret graphs that represent the relationship between two variables in everyday situations. 

 

Geometry 

 Identify, describe, and compare special types of triangles (isosceles, equilateral, right) and quadrilaterals (square, rectangle, 

parallelogram, rhombus, trapezoid), e.g., recognize that all equilateral triangles are isosceles, but not all isosceles triangles are 

equilateral. 

 Identify, describe, and compare special types of three-dimensional shapes (cubes, prisms, spheres, pyramids) based on their 

properties, such as edges and faces. 

 Identify relationships among points and lines, e.g., intersecting, parallel, perpendicular. 

 Using ordered pairs of whole numbers (including zero), graph, locate, and identify points, and describe paths on the Cartesian 

coordinate plane. 

 Describe and perform transformations on two-dimensional shapes, e.g., translations, rotations, and reflections. 

 Identify and describe line symmetry in two-dimensional shapes, including shapes that have multiple lines of symmetry. 

 Determine if two triangles or two quadrilaterals are congruent by measuring sides or a combination of sides and angles, as 

necessary; or by motions or series of motions, e.g., translations, rotations, and reflections. 

Measurement 

 Apply the concepts of perimeter and area to the solution of problems involving triangles and rectangles.  Apply formulas 

where appropriate. 
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 Identify, measure, describe, classify, and draw various angles.  Draw triangles given two sides and the angle between them, 

or given two angles and the side between them, e.g., draw a triangle with one right angle and two sides congruent. 

 Solve problems involving simple unit conversions within a system of measurement. 

 

 Find volumes and surface areas of rectangular prisms. 

 Find the sum of the measures of the interior angles in triangles by measuring the angles, and without measuring the angles. 

 

Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability 

 Given a set of data, find the median, mean, mode, maximum, minimum, and range, and apply to solutions of problems. 

 Construct and interpret line plots, line graphs, and bar graphs.  Interpret and label circle graphs. 

 Predict the probability of outcomes of simple experiments (e.g., tossing a coin, rolling a number cube) and test the 

predictions. 

 

Helping Your Child 

 

In an effort to support student inquiry at home, encourage questions, and discuss what they are learning in school, we have included a 

few examples of possible extensions that you can do at home.  

 

You can have your child: 

 Help to decide how much milk your family drinks in a week. Count the number of glasses of milk each person in the family 

drinks per day and per week. Decide how many gallons of milk are needed. Help your child record the information with 

symbols (M = Mom, D = Dad, J = Jack, etc.) 

 Draw and label different two and three dimensional geometric shapes. 

 Plan a rectangular garden in the backyard. Measure area and perimeter accurately and draw out a plan for the garden on paper 

first. 

LITERACY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Teachers teach the skills and strategies students need to become proficient readers, writers, thinkers, listeners, and speakers.  Students 

participate in Readers’ and Writers’ Workshop.  During Readers’ Workshop students learn and apply metacognitive strategies that 

enhance comprehension across genres. Over the course of the year, students will read many books at their independent and grade level 

and are encouraged to explore different genres, authors and topics. Genres include realistic fiction, historical fiction, non-fiction, 

fantasy, drama, biography/autobiography, mystery, legends, traditional literature, and poetry.   

 

Readers’ Workshop emphasizes the interaction between readers and text. Students learn the skills they need to become strategic 

readers. Some examples of strategies include asking questions; making connections with prior knowledge and previously read text; 

visualizing; making inferences; summarizing; and determining importance. All students will write in response to reading.   

 

Strategic reading leads to academic success. The teacher will model a particular strategy or skill. Then it will be practiced together 

with short text. A gradual release of responsibility will occur as students apply this strategy or skill to their independent reading. 

While students are reading independently, the teacher will confer with students to monitor how he/she is applying skills and strategies. 

At the end of the period, the class gathers together to share their thinking and reflect on their learning. The reading curriculum is 

aligned with the 2011 Massachusetts Frameworks and includes Massachusetts Model Curriculum, teacher-created units, along with a 

vast library of authentic literature. 

 

The purpose of Writers’ Workshop is to teach students to become independent writers and have them write for authentic purposes. 

Students will be provided a block of time to write every day. Writers’ Workshop is structured very much like Readers’ Workshop, 

with direct instruction at the beginning, practice together, gradual release of responsibility into independently practicing the strategy or 

skill. Again the teacher will confer with students to see how they are applying what they have been learning. A group or partner share 

will wrap up Writers’ Workshop. When students complete one piece of writing they will begin work on another piece using the 

Writing Process to guide their writing. The Writing Process includes the following steps: Prewriting/ Brainstorming, Drafting, 

Revising, Editing, Publishing, and Celebrating Writing. 
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Students will maintain ownership of their work and feel a sense of pride when they are able to share their published writing with an 

audience.  Students will learn how to write to a given prompt; build a "Writer's Folder or Notebook" with ideas of people places and 

things that are important to them, write poetry; and learn to write a variety of genres. (Personal Narrative, Persuasive Writing, Non-

Fiction Writing).  For handwriting, print and cursive practice will occur in grade five. 

 

Students also participate in Word Study.  Word Study is designed to get kids to discover, explore, look for word patterns, and become 

excited about words and language. Students are working to build their vocabulary to use in their daily writing and speaking. Your 

child will be participating actively in skills instruction including word origins, spelling rules, usage and phonics. They will practice 

using tools to aid them with correct spelling.  
 

Benchmarks 

 

All students should be able to do the following by the end of fifth grade: 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 
 Explain the purpose for working in a small group and participate according to that purpose.  

 Establish and follow protocols for respectful listening, speaking, and sharing (e.g., speak one at a time, show respect for 

others, stay on topic, everyone listens and speaks, summarize previous speaker’s ideas before stating new ideas, lead 

discussion on a familiar topic).  

 Contribute relevant, appropriate, and useful information and ideas in a discussion.  

 Apply understanding of agreed-upon rules and individual roles in order to make decisions. 

 Follow specific tasks and meet timelines for small group work. 

 Come to agreement by seeking consensus or following the majority, depending on the ground rules.  

 Show willingness to hear a range of positions on an issue.  

 Lead discussions among peers, addressing audience questions. 

 Identify the purpose and needs of one’s audience for one’s oral presentations.  

 Plan ideas, details, and order of topics for one’s oral presentations.  

 Demonstrate proficiency in speaking informally to an audience by delivering at least one of the following, using established 

protocol. 

 Ask and answer questions of one’s audience after one’s performances and presentations. 
 

Language 

 
 Identify and correctly use seven basic parts of speech: nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and 

pronouns. 

 Identify and articulate past, present, and future verb tenses, including those for verbs that are often misused (lie/lay, sit/set, 

rise/raise). 

 Distinguish phrases from clauses and use them correctly when forming sentences. 

 Recognize that a word performs different functions according to its position in a sentence. 

 Identify and express sentence subjects and predicates that are in agreement. 

 Identify and employ correct sentence structure (without fragments and run-ons).  

 Identify and say simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

 Determine and develop effective coordination and subordination of ideas in complex sentences to express complete thoughts. 

 Create various kinds of sentences, using specific verbs, selected modifiers, explanations, added details, or structures that help 

make connections among ideas. 

 Define new words in literary texts that are related to known synonyms, themes, concepts, and story structure.  

 Define topically related content words in the grade 5 curriculum in English language arts (e.g., alliteration), science (e.g., 

species), social studies (e.g., revolutionary), mathematics (e.g., types of triangles, prime/composite numbers), the arts (e.g., 

landscape), and health/physical education (e.g., stress). 

 Explain the meaning of figurative language such similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture; like a bridge over 

troubled water) and common idioms (e.g., the exception that breaks the rule). 

 Recognize and use appropriate words with multiple meanings in sentence context. 

 Determine word pronunciation, meaning, alternate choices, and parts of speech using a dictionary and/or thesaurus.  

 Analyze formal and informal language used in articles, advertisements, stories, poems, and plays. 

 Identify and use appropriate formal and informal language to suit the speaker’s purpose and the needs of one’s audience. 

 Identify the meaning of roots and related words that appear frequently in general academic vocabulary word families (e.g., 

analyze/analysis/analytical). 
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 Explain changes in the meaning of root words related to the addition of common Anglo-Saxon, French, Latin and Greek 

prefixes and suffixes (e.g., the Latin semi- as in semicircle, the Greek tele- as in television, the Latin –ment as in 

establishment and the Anglo-Saxon –tion as in definition, and prefixes commonly used in mathematics such as milli-, centi-, 

and kilo-). 

 Identify the meaning of English words that are related in meaning to cognates in other languages (e.g., 

abundancia/abundance, importante/important in Spanish and English). 

 Identify words or word parts from other languages that have been adopted into English (e.g., Italian – soprano). 

 Explain the meaning of compound words and phrases including those found in informational text (e.g., levelheaded, scientific 

process). 

 

Reading 

 
 Use knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology to read accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words in literary and expository texts (e.g., colonization, radius). 

 Read and spell correctly Greek and Latin plurals (e.g., alumni/alumnae). 

 Spell correctly roots, prefixes (understood/misunderstood, excused/unexcused), suffixes (final/finally, mean/meanness), 

contractions (will not/won’t, it is/it’s, they would/they’d), and syllable constructions (in•for•ma•tion, mol•e•cule). 

 Orally read grade-appropriate literary and expository text smoothly and accurately with expression that connotes 

comprehension at the independent level (e.g., 95% comprehension, benchmark fluency). 

 Adjust reading rate based on text complexity, familiarity, and the purpose of reading. 

 Read silently and independently unfamiliar, grade-appropriate literary and expository passages with comprehension.  

 Pose and answer questions in order to show accurate literal understanding of informational text and media. 

 Identify characteristics of expository text and media (e.g., biography, autobiography, historical narrative, documentary) that 

have a narrative structure, in which true characters and their actions play a major role.  

 Identify characteristics of expository text/graphics and media (essays, newspaper columns) that have an analytic structure 

(e.g., topics or main ideas, supporting ideas and evidence, author’s or producer’s point of view, conclusion).  

 Identify the characteristics of persuasive text and media (e.g., author’s or producer’s position or claim, central idea, 

supporting evidence, contrasting viewpoints, presentation of argument, course of action the author wants the reader or 

listener to take).  

 Identify words that indicate an opinion (e.g., think, believe, feel, seem); that denote order of importance among ideas (e.g., 

primarily, most importantly) and/or that indicate comparison or contrast (e.g., although, on the other hand, more likely, less 

likely, probable, similarly, as opposed to, after all, yet, nevertheless). 

 Pose and answer questions in order to make valid inferences about informational text and media. 

 Summarize important facts and/or ideas and related details from information provided. 

 Interpret multi-step instructions in a basic technical manual. 

 Analyze how clearly information is presented in texts and media, considering their organizational, and visual features. 

 Pose and answer questions in order to show accurate literal understanding of ideas, characters, settings, events and 

organizational elements in literary works. 

 Identify common structural elements of dramatic literature (e.g., cast of characters, set descriptions, acts, scenes, stage 

directions). 

 Pose and answer questions in order to make valid inferences about ideas, characters, settings, themes, and events in literary 

works.  

 Analyze the meaning of poems, identifying poetic devices, figurative language, and the use of layout choices and/or graphics 

that further the meaning of a poem.  

 Analyze common structures of traditional literature (e.g., that story elements often come in threes or that a young hero must 

solve a problem or accomplish a difficult task). 

 Select examples of dialogue in a play, story, or film and evaluate how the dialogue develops the plot, foreshadows later 

events, reveals characters’ motivations, and/or shows changes in the characters’ attitudes. 

 Research the life of an author or illustrator in order to draw supported conclusions about his or her choice of topics, themes, 

settings, or characters.  

 

Research 

 

 Formulate and refine open-ended and factual research questions and list key words for searching for information.  

 Locate, select, and record a variety of oral, graphic, digital, and print resources, and/or real-life authorities on a topic of 

interest, through collaboration and/or alone. 

 Select relevant resources efficiently, using organizational features of reference texts and checking accuracy and credentials in 

print and electronic sources (e.g., author credentials, formality of presentation, date of publication, publisher, title of journal, 

cross references in scholarly journals or web sites). 
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 Use e-mail to communicate with others (other classrooms, experts in the field, teachers) at the teacher’s discretion.  

 Follow ethical and legal guidelines for collecting and recording information. 

 Evaluate information, checking accuracy and credentials in electronic or print sources (e.g., author credentials, formality of 

presentation, date of publication, publisher, title of journal, cross-references in websites). 

 Select and note down pertinent main ideas/important information and supporting details in brief note form, recording the 

source of information and following an established format. 

 Select and quote specific words, phrases, and sentences as needed, recording their source and following an established 

format. 

 Restate notes in own words, using summarizing or paraphrasing techniques. 

 Organize and interpret information, using a variety of tools to connect and organize ideas (e.g., spreadsheet, database, 

outlining software).  

 Identify an appropriate approach to organizing a writing task, select the form appropriate to an intended audience, and 

identify an organizational structure that will fit one’s audience and purpose. 

 Introduce and discuss all quoted words, phrases, and sentences, and attribute them to the author/source. 

 Import graphics, photos, and other media into a report or presentation. 

 

Writing 

 

 Write compositions of varying length based on personal knowledge or research that include a clear focus and sufficient detail 

and description to support the explanation have a sequential, compare/contrast, or cause/effect organization, and use grade-

appropriate academic and content area vocabulary accurately. 

 Write compositions of varying length and in a variety of forms (e.g., friendly letters, essays, articles) that express an 

interpretation of a literary or informational text, performance, or media production, use grade-appropriate academic and 

content area vocabulary accurately use language effectively to convey the writer’s attitude toward the subject provide 

evidence from the work as support for the interpretation and include basic structural elements of informational writing (e.g., 

topic sentence, supporting details, and a conclusion).  

 Write clear practical texts (e.g., instructions, directions, emails) that use accurate and accessible vocabulary for an identified 

audience. 

 Make purposeful use of headings, subheadings, visual elements (e.g., original illustrations, charts, maps, different fonts or 

font sizes, color), and aural elements (e.g., music and/or sound), using word-processing or presentation software.  

 Write multiple-paragraph, persuasive compositions/media presentations in a variety of forms (e.g., letters, ads, essays, 

editorials) and of varying length that present a convincing point of view and include basic structural elements (topic sentence, 

supporting arguments, and a conclusion) and language to appeal to the intended audience. 

 Use appropriate images, text, graphics, music, and/or sound to support and enhance meaning and to achieve the purpose of 

the task for the intended audience. 

 Write well-planned stories and scripts containing the basic elements of fiction (e.g., characters, narrator, dialogue, setting, 

plot, stage directions, players), and which serve the needs of one’s audience and the purpose of the task.  

 Write poems using poetic devices (alliteration, onomatopoeia), figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor), and graphic 

elements (e.g., capital letters, line length), and which serve the needs of one’s audience and the purpose of the task. 

 Compose multi-media literary presentations using straightforward text, visual, audio, and/or graphic media effects.  

 Use appropriate and meaningful images, text, graphics, music, and/or sound to support and enhance meaning and/or express 

voice and tone in stories and poems.  

 Add or revise images and sensory details as needed in order to improve clarity and expressiveness and to further the writer’s 

purpose for the intended audience, through collaboration and/or alone. 

 Revise diction, using a dictionary, thesaurus, or other guide, in order to enhance expressiveness and tone (attitude toward 

audience), and to further the writer’s purpose for the intended audience, through collaboration and/or alone. 

 Assess sentence cohesion and revise transition words and/or phrases as needed in order to link sentences for improved 

meaning and flow through collaboration and/or alone. 

 Combine closely related ideas and vary sentence structure as needed in order to improve clarity and flow through 

collaboration and/or alone. 

 Revise sentences and paragraphs for consistency of organization and idea development (e.g., chronological, climatic or order 

of importance, topical or emerging from the specific topic), through collaboration and/or alone. 

 Revise images and words in media presentations to integrate two elements smoothly and coherently.   

 Proofread and correct the use of capital letters (e.g., geographical names, holidays, historical periods). 

 Correct the use of end punctuation, commas, quotation marks (e.g., title of a poem, song, or short story), apostrophes (e.g., 

contractions and possessives), and colons (e.g., before a list, to separate hours and minutes). 

 Correct the use of parentheses (e.g., separate an aside in a sentence). 

 Correct the use of underlining or italics for titles of books. 

 Correct spelling of words to correspond with Grade 5 standards for Foundations of Reading and Writing and for Vocabulary.
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Helping Your Child 

 

In an effort to support student inquiry at home, encourage questions, and discuss what they are learning in school, we have included a 

few examples of possible extensions that you can do at home.  

 

You can have your child: 

 Join a book group (or even host a book group at your house). 

 Prepare a presentation that would be of interest to others. (E.g., have your child take something that he or she has built or 

collected and prepare a presentation that would interest a variety of audiences.) 

 Write a poem, short play, picture book, or story. 

 When reading at home, discuss how Analyze how the author’s word choice and content affect the reader. 

 

SCIENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction  

 

We have a hands-on approach to our science curriculum.  In particular, students explore scientific inquiry, earth science, life science, 

physical science, and technology/ engineering throughout our units of study and with our new Foss Science Kits.  The elementary 

science program follows an inquiry and constructivist approach, which means we allow the students to explore the concepts through 

experimentation-allowing them to witness and make sense of the concepts individually.   

 

Class time is typically devoted to hands-on activities followed by discussions to help students gain an understanding of important 

concepts.  Science at this level is often integrated with relevant non-fiction readers.  Class time may be used for teacher presentations, 

student sharing, videos, hands-on activities and experiments, and interest-centered experiences. 

 

The science strands covered in fifth grade include: earth and space science, life science, physical science, and technology/engineering.  

Major units of study include: Light and Sound, Models and Design, Water, and Environments 
 

Benchmarks 
 

All students should be able to do the following by the end of fifth grade: 

 

Earth and Space Science 

 Explain and give examples of the ways in which soil is formed (the weathering of rock by water and wind and from the 

decomposition of plant and animal remains). 

 Recognize and discuss the different properties of soil, including color, texture (size of particles), the ability to retain water, 

and the ability to support the growth of plants. 

 Explain how air temperature, moisture, wind speed and direction, and precipitation make up the weather in a particular place 

and time. 

 Distinguish among the various forms of precipitation (rain, snow, sleet, and hail), making connections to the weather in a 

particular place and time. 

 Describe how global patterns such as the jet stream and water currents influence local weather in measurable terms such as 

temperature, wind direction and speed, and precipitation. 

 Differentiate between weather and climate. 

 Describe how water on earth cycles in different forms and in different locations, including underground and in the 

atmosphere. 

 Give examples of how the cycling of water, both in and out of the atmosphere, has an effect on climate. 

 Give examples of how the surface of the earth changes due to slow processes such as erosion and weathering, and rapid 

processes such as landslides, volcanic eruptions, and earthquakes. 

 Recognize that the earth is a part of a system called the “solar system” that includes the sun (a star), planets, and many 

moons.  The earth is the fifth planet from the sun in our solar system. 
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 Recognize that the earth revolves around (orbits) the sun in a year’s time and that the earth rotates on its axis once 

approximately every 24 hours.  Make connections between the rotation of the earth and day/night, and the apparent 

movement of the sun, moon, and stars across the sky. 

 

Life Science (Biology) 

 

 Classify plants and animals according to the physical characteristics that they share. 

 Identify the structures in plants (leaves, roots, flowers, stem, bark, wood) that are responsible for food production, support, 

water transport, reproduction, growth, and protection. 

 

 Recognize that plants and animals go through predictable life cycles that include birth, growth, development, reproduction, 

and death. 

 Describe the major stages that characterize the life cycle of the frog and butterfly as they go through metamorphosis. 

 Differentiate between observed characteristics of plants and animals that are fully inherited (e.g., color of flower, shape of 

leaves, color of eyes, number of appendages) and characteristics that are affected by the climate or environment. 

 Give examples of how inherited characteristics may change over time as adaptations to changes in the environment that 

enable organisms to survive, e.g., shape of beak or feet, placement of eyes on head, length of neck, shape of teeth, color. 

 Give examples of how changes in the environment (drought, cold) have caused some plants and animals to die or move to 

new locations (migration). 

 Describe how organisms meet some of their needs in an environment by using behaviors (patterns of activities) in response to 

information (stimuli) received from the environment.  Recognize that some animal behaviors are instinctive (e.g., turtles 

burying their eggs), and others are learned (e.g., humans building fires for warmth, chimpanzees learning how to use tools.). 

 Recognize plant behaviors, such as the way seedlings’ stems grow toward light and their roots grow downward in response to 

gravity.  Recognize that many plants and animals can survive harsh environments because of seasonal behaviors, e.g., in 

winter, some trees shed leaves, some animals hibernate, and other animals migrate. 

 Give examples of how organisms can cause changes in their environment to ensure survival.  Explain how some of these 

changes may affect the ecosystem. 

 Describe how energy derived from the sun is used by plants to produce sugars (photosynthesis) and is transferred within a 

food chain from producers (plants) to consumers to decomposers. 

 

Physical Sciences (Chemistry and Physics) 

 

 Identify the basic forms of energy (light, sound, heat, electrical, and magnetic).  Recognize that energy is the ability to cause 

motion or create change. 

 Give examples of how energy can be transferred from one form to another. 

 Recognize that sound is produced by vibrating objects and requires a medium through which to travel.  Relate the rate of 

vibration to the pitch of the sound. 

 Recognize that light travels in a straight line until it strikes an object or travels from one medium to another, and that light 

can be reflected, refracted, and absorbed. 

 

Technology/Engineering 

 

 Identify materials used to accomplish a design task based on a specific property, e.g., strength, hardness, and flexibility. 

 Identify and explain the appropriate materials and tools (e.g., hammer, screwdriver, pliers, tape measure, screws, nails, and 

other mechanical fasteners) to construct a given prototype safely. 

 Identify and explain the difference between simple and complex machines, e.g., hand can opener that includes multiple gears, 

wheel, wedge, gear, and lever. 

 Identify a problem that reflects the need for shelter, storage, or convenience. 

 Describe different ways in which a problem can be represented, e.g., sketches, diagrams, graphic organizers, and lists. 

 Identify relevant design features (e.g., size, shape, weight) for building a prototype of a solution to a given problem. 

 Compare natural systems with mechanical systems that are designed to serve similar purposes, e.g., a bird’s wings as 

compared to an airplane’s wings. 

 

Helping Your Child 

 

In an effort to support student inquiry at home, encourage questions, and discuss what they are learning in school, we have included a 

few examples of possible extensions that you can do at home.  

 

You can have your child: 
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 Demonstrate personal safety in science activities at home. 

 Define characteristics of a “quality” environment and a “polluted” environment. 

 Investigate causes for environmental decline (e.g., industrial waste as a source of water and air pollution). 

 Discuss how overpopulation depletes resources such as food, water, and land. 

 Identify and analyze environmental risks in the local environment. 

 Evaluate the balance between personal responsibility in taking care of the environment and consequences to the environment. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction  

 

Fifth graders study the major pre-Columbian civilizations in the New World; the 15th and 16th century European explorations around 

the world, in the western hemisphere, and in North America in particular; the earliest settlements in North America; and the political, 

economic, and social development of the English colonies in the 17th and 18th centuries. They also study the early development of 

democratic institutions and ideas, including the ideas and events that led to the independence of the original 13 colonies and the 

formation of a national government under the U.S. Constitution. The purpose of the grade 5 curriculum is to give students their first 

concentrated study of the formative years of U.S. history. 

 

Benchmarks 

 

All students should be able to do the following by the end of fifth grade: 

 

History (H) and Geography (G) 

 Identify different ways of dating historical narratives (17th century, seventeenth century, 1600s, colonial period).  

 Interpret timelines of events studied.  

 Use maps and globes to identify absolute locations (latitude and longitude).  

 Identify the location of the North and South Poles, the equator, the prime meridian, Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western 

Hemispheres.  
 

Civics and Government(C) 

 Define and use correctly words related to government: citizen, suffrage, rights, representation, federal, state, county, and 

municipal.  

 Give examples of the responsibilities and powers associated with major federal and state officials (the President, chief justice 

of the U.S. Supreme Court, governor, state senators, and state representatives).  

 Explain the structure of the student’s city or town government.  
 

Economics(E)  

 Give examples of the ways people save their money and explain the advantages and disadvantages of each.  

 Define what an entrepreneur is (a person who has started a business seeking a profit) and give examples from colonial history 

of an entrepreneur (e.g., Peter Faneuil and Benjamin Franklin).  

 Define profit and describe how profit is an incentive for entrepreneurs.  
 

Cross Strand (letters correspond with strands above): 

 Observe and identify details in cartoons, photographs, charts, and graphs relating to an  historical narrative. (H, E, C) 

 Distinguish between political and topographical maps and identify specialized maps that show information such as 

population, income, or climate change. (G, H, E) 

 Compare maps of the modern world with historical maps of the world before the Age of Exploration, and describe the 

changes in 16th and 17th century maps of the world. (G, H, E) 

 Give examples of how changes in supply and demand affected prices in colonial history (e.g., fur, lumber, fish, and meat). (E, 

H)   
 

Pre-Columbian Civilizations of the New World and European Exploration, Colonization, and Settlement to 1700 (letters correspond 

with strands above) 
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Describe the earliest explorations of the New World by the Vikings, the period and locations of their explorations, and 

the evidence for them. (H, G) 
 

 Identify the three major pre-Columbian civilizations that existed in Central and South America (Maya, Aztec, and Inca) and 

their locations. Describe their political structures, religious practices, and use of slaves. (H, G, E) 

 Explain why trade routes to Asia had been closed in the 15th century and trace the voyages of at least four of the explorers 

listed below. Describe how explorers sought when he began his journey, what he found, and how his discoveries changed the 

image of the world, especially the maps used by explorers. (H, G, E) 

 Explain why the Aztec and Inca civilizations declined in the 16th century. (H) 

 Describe the goals and extent of the Dutch settlement in New York, the French settlements in Canada, and the Spanish 

settlements in Florida, the Southwest, and California. (H) 

 Explain the early relationship of the English settlers to the indigenous peoples, or Indians, in North America, including the 

differing views on ownership or use of land and the conflicts between them (e.g., the Pequot and King Philip’s Wars in New 

England). (H, G, E) 

 Identify some of the major leaders and groups responsible for the founding of the original colonies in North America. (H, C) 

 Identify the links between the political principles and practices  developed in ancient Greece and such political institutions 

and practices as written constitutions and town meetings of the Puritans. (H, C) 

 Explain the reasons that the language, political institutions, and political principles of what became the United States of 

America were largely shaped by English colonists even though other major European nations also explored the New World. 

(H, C) 
 

The Political, Intellectual, and Economic Growth of the Colonies, 1700-1775 (letters correspond with strands above) 

 On a map of North America, identify the first 13 colonies and describe how regional differences in climate, types of farming, 

populations, and sources of labor shaped their economies and societies through the 18th century. (H, G, E)   

 Explain the importance of maritime commerce in the development of the economy of colonial Massachusetts, using the 

services of historical societies and museums as needed. (H, E) 

 Explain the causes of the establishment of slavery in North America. Describe the harsh conditions of the Middle Passage 

and slave life, and the responses of slaves to their condition. Describe the life of free African Americans in the colonies. (H, 

G, E, C)  

 Identify the founders and the reasons for the establishment of educational institutions in the colonies (grammar schools and 

colleges such as Harvard and the College of William and Mary). (H)  

 Explain the development of colonial governments and describe how these developments contributed to the Revolution. (H, G, 

E, C)  

 Explain the reasons for the French and Indian War, how it led to an overhaul of British imperial policy, and the colonial 

response to these policies. (H, C, E) 

 

The Revolution and the Formation of a Federal Government under the Constitution, 

1775-1789 (letters correspond with strands above) 

 Explain the meaning of the key ideas on equality, natural rights, the rule of law, and the purpose of government contained in 

the Declaration of Independence. (H, C, E) 

 Describe the major battles of the Revolution and explain the factors leading to American victory and British defeat. (H) 

 Describe the life and achievements of important leaders during the Revolution and the early years of the United States. (H, C) 

 Identify the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, including its date, its primary author (John Adams), and the 

basic rights it gives to citizens of the Commonwealth. (C) 

 Explain the reasons for the adoption of the Articles of Confederation in 1781 and for its later failure. (H, C) 

 Describe Shays’s Rebellion of 1786-1787 and explain why it was one of the crucial events leading to the Constitutional 

Convention. (H, E, C) 

 Identify the various leaders of the Constitutional Convention and describe the major issues they debated. (H, E, C)  
 

The Principles and Institutions of American Constitutional Government  (letters correspond with strands above) 

 Describe the responsibilities of government at the federal, state, and local levels (e.g., protection of individual rights and the 

provision of services such as law enforcement and the building and funding of schools). (C)  

 Describe the basic political principles of American democracy and explain how the Constitution and the Bill of Rights reflect 

and preserve these principles. (C) 

 Identify the three branches of the United States government as outlined by the Constitution, describe their functions and 

relationships, and identify what features of the Constitution were unique at the time (e.g., the presidency and the independent 

judiciary). (H, C) 

 Identify the rights in the Bill of Rights and explain the reasons for its inclusion in the Constitution in 1791. (H, C) 
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 Explain how American citizens were expected to participate in, monitor, and bring about changes in their government over 

time, and give examples of how they continue to do so today. (H, C) 

The Growth of the Republic (letters correspond with strands above) 

 Identify the changes in voting qualifications between 1787 and 1820 (e.g., the abolition of property requirements), and 

compare who could vote in local, state, and national elections in the U.S. with who could vote in England, France, and 

Russia. (H, C) 

 Explain the events leading up to, and the significance of, the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. (H, C, E, G) 

 Describe the expedition of Lewis and Clark from 1803 to 1806. (H, E, G) 

 Describe the significance and consequences of the abolition of slavery in the northern states after the Revolution and of the 

1808 law that banned the importation of slaves into the United States. (H)  

 Describe the causes of the war of 1812 and how events during the war contributed to a sense of American nationalism. (H) 

 Explain the importance of the China trade and the whaling industry to 19th century New England, and give examples of 

imports from China. (H) 

 Explain the reasons that pioneer moved west from the beginning to the middle of the 19th century, and describe their lives on 

the frontier. (H, G, C, E) 

 Identify the key issues that contributed to the onset of the Civil War (H, E)  

 

Helping Your Child 

 

In an effort to support student inquiry at home, encourage questions, and discuss what they are learning in school, we have included a 

few examples of possible extensions that you can do at home.  

 

You can have your child: 

 Take your child to visit local attractions that relate to the American Revolution. 

 Take your child to visit local attractions that relate to the Colonial America. 

 Talk about the different branches of government and what impact each have on your family’s life. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
  

The tools available for the technology program at Penn Brook School include but are not limited to PC’s, MAC’s, and 

iPAD’s.  Students meet weekly to familiarize themselves with the technology as a tool to complement and extend the standards-based 

curriculum in the classroom and support the technology standards.   

 

Grade 5 

 Students continue to learn keyboarding, basic operations, word processing, desktop publishing, multimedia, electronic 

presentations, research, spreadsheets, graphing, and Internet research.  Students are taught legal and ethical practices related to 

technology use and safety as well as citing sources.  Grade five centers around project based teaching.  

 

COMPUTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our fifth grade students expand using technology for research, critical thinking, decision making and collaboration.  Fifth graders 

learn how to use a graphic organizer, outliner, database and formulas.  They also continue to increase their keyboarding speed and 

accuracy.  The use of technology is incorporated into their classroom curriculum.  The appropriate use of technology is discussed as 

well as the importance of citing sources. Multimedia and hyperlinks are introduced at this level to prepare the students for the 

transition into the middle school.   
 

Benchmarks 
 

All students should be able to do the following by the end of fifth grade: 

Basic Operations  

 Use Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Kidspiration, Time Liner and the  Internet to support the grade 5 curriculum.  Use pictures 

from a digital camera and scanner in a slide show.   

 Preview and print a document in landscape orientation.  Change all margins.   
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 Copy text and graphics from the Internet to a slide show.  Use the task bar.  Save and Open files in folders on the network. 

 Practice keyboarding to increase wpm and accuracy.  Take periodic typing  tests.  End of year goal is 15 wpm. 
 

Word Processing and Desktop Publishing 

 Copy text and graphics from the Internet to a document. Copy a chart to  a document and slide show.  Use  special character 

symbols and insert a  hyperlink.   

 Use the dictionary, thesaurus and spell check.  Edit documents.  
 

Database and Spreadsheet 

 Create a simple database form. Input records. Discuss fields. Sort data.  Fill a numerical series.  

 Create a pictograph.  Enter formulas using +,-,*, and /.  Use the AVG function. Create a file to track typing progress. 
 

Internet, Networking, and Online Communication  

 Search a dictionary.   

 Explore educational math web sites.  

 Save files to Public on PB F:  Save in Grade folder, teacher folder, and project folder. Discuss folder usage. 

 Discuss network drive (public on PC F:) vs. local drive (C:). 

 Research topics based on grade 5 class projects. Discuss search engines. 
 

Multimedia and Presentation Tools using PowerPoint, Timelinwe XL, Kidspiration, and Explorer 

 Discuss slide shows, insert slides, format slide layout, and format slide design.  Format font and edit slide text. 

 Create slide shows relating to curriculum.  Add slide transitions and custom animation.  Create timelines related to the 

curriculum. 

 Insert picture clip art and manipulate size and move graphics.  Import a graphic from the Internet.  Create a Time Liner slide 

show with graphics from the Internet.  Insert hyperlinks into Word and Kidspiration. 

 Draw simple shapes and objects on slides. 
 

Ethics 

 Treat the equipment respectfully. 

 Explain that we only use educational, appropriate and approved web sites in the lab or you will lose your computer 

privileges.   

 Show how to cite your sources when using information or graphics from the Internet.  Teach how to use a bibliography web 

site. 

Society  

 Discuss the positive ways technology is used in the world. 

 Show how to communicate with a pen pal or how to host private educational games. 

 Show samples of media and discuss whether or not the message is to inform, persuade or entertain. 

 Discuss the way advertising is used on the Internet.  
 

Health and Safety 

 Do not give out personal information about yourself.  Only respond to messages or email from people you know.  Ask 

permission before using a game that asks for personal information. 

 Walk to assigned seats. Treat hardware gently. Do not bring food or drink into the computer lab. Only use Smart Board with 

permission. 

 Explain why passwords are used. Discuss good passwords to use. Do not share passwords. 

 Never give out personal information online without parent permission. Never respond to messages that make you feel 

uncomfortable. Never click on any links in an email from someone you do not know.   
 

Research 

 Research topics using an online encyclopedia. Copy and paste text, graphics, and photos into Word, PowerPoint, and Time 

Liner. Cite web sites as sources using easybib. 

 Search a specific topic on the Internet and an online dictionary and compare the differences found among the students. 

 Discuss factual information vs. nonfactual. 

 Use topic specific web sites to research data. 

 Discuss online pen pal accounts. 

 

Problem Solving 

 Practice problem solving skills. 

 Input data and create charts in spreadsheets.  Analyze and predict data. 
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Communication  

 Create slide shows and graphic time lines related to the grade 5 curriculum. 

 Use grade 5 curriculum to create presentations and documents that are graded using a rubric. 

 Use yahoo email accounts to communicate. 
 

In addition to the standards, we cover: 

 Use SMART Board with class participation. 

 Manipulate graphics and text.  Publish to Word.  Categorize with super grouper.  Create hyperlinks within graphic organizer.  

Teach outlining. 

 Create time lines relating to the social studies curriculum.  Use media, slide show, and internet research.  Create a scientific 

time line. 

 Create a slide show incorporating a scanned image.  Scan an image. 

 Create a slide show using photographs. 
 

Helping Your Child 
 

In an effort to support student inquiry at home, encourage questions, and discuss what they are learning in school, we have included a 

few examples of possible extensions that you can do at home.  
 

You can have your child: 

 Play age appropriate computer games with your supervision at home. 

 Review recommended learning based websites found on the curriculum website and in the Penn Brook newsletter. 
 

P.E. CURRICULUM 
 

The physical education program plays an inclusive part in the overall success and development of each student. Movement and 

activity are essential components of total body wellness and academic achievement. Physical education develops, integrates and 

promotes enjoyment through increased knowledge, positive attitudes, healthy behaviors and life long skills which meets the needs of 

all students. Through engagement in individual, small group and team activities students build confidence, promote positive self-

image, and work to achieve personal goals. The Penn Brook Physical Education program above all emphasizes a positive and 

nurturing experience for all as well as a love of life long fitness. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

In the fifth grade, students are introduced to a variety of team sports. In each three week unit, emphasis is placed on skill development, 

cooperative play, teamwork, and sports-personship. The students are divided into teams, and they are expected to work together in 

order to achieve success. Fifth grade students attend physical education once a week for 40 minutes.  Fitness is a regular theme in 

class. We expect students to participate in a variety of fitness activities including cardiovascular fitness, strengthening, flexibility, and 

agility.   Students learn the major muscle groups and appropriate stretches to prepare themselves for physical activity. In addition to 

our sport units, we will play various cooperative games, tag games, and a variety of creative ball games throughout the year. 

Throughout our curriculum, we try to encourage our students to be physically active and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. 

Students are expected to wear appropriate (non-restrictive) clothing, which includes athletic shoes. 
  

Fifth Grade 
(Reinforce prior skills and understandings)  

 Utilize locomotor and/or non-locomotor movements in physical activity!  

 Refine control while performing a manipulative skill, locomotor and non-locomotor sequence. 

 Combine basic locomotor and non-locomotor patterns with smooth transitions!  

 Develop control when moving through space while adjusting speed, force, level, pathway and direction 

 Practice and perform combinations of sport related or fitness skills using correct form (ready position, hitting phase follow-

through)!  

 List specific elements of proper form for various sport and fitness skills!  

 Use vocabulary specific to activities, games, or sport!  

 Sequence combinations of more complex weight transfer and balance movements (mule kick vs. cartwheel) 

 Explain and develop movement skills that demonstrate mechanically correct from (moving into position, establishing a 

balanced base, preparatory phase, movement phase follow through, and return to base)  

 Define additional biomechanics principles (e.g., torque, projection angle, weight transfer) 
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MUSIC 
 

Students in the fifth grade are scheduled for classroom music once a week for 40 minutes.  The music curriculum is designed to 

promote the basic fundamentals of music through reading music, singing, playing instruments, public performing, and group activities.  

Throughout the year students will learn about music’s cultural influence, music’s impact both past and present, public performing, and 

musicianship.  The curriculum is driven through effective lessons and differentiated instruction with “hands on” activities.  The goal 

of public performances and musicianship in the curriculum is to focus on responsibility, confidence, and pride in their 

accomplishments.  Fifth grade units include sound, singing in unison, singing partner songs, rounds, melody vs. harmony, 12 count 

rhythmic patterns and melodies, writing melodies, exposure to classical, jazz, and African styles of music from past to present, 

difference in sound and set-up between band and orchestra, creation of their own music school and programmatic music.  Music has 

strong correlations to mathematics, social studies, art, and literature.  Students are actively involved in activities that reinforce basic 

math skills such as counting beats, note values, and figuring out time signatures.  Students will correlate to social studies based on the 

composers time period and influence on their music.  Students will correlate to art and literature through folk songs and programmatic 

music, music that tells a story.  Students will listen to classical pieces that tell a story and either write or draw about what they believe 

the composer is trying to illustrate within the piece.  Students demonstrate an understanding of topics through individual and group 

activities. 

LIBRARY 
 

Students take part in one class in the library on a weekly basis.  A variety of activities and presentations are used to involve children in 

a love of books and reading.  Lessons are based on classroom curriculum, seasonal themes, author studies, current events and 

individual interests.  Fifth grade students can take out up to three books each week.  Progressive lessons on using the computerized 

card catalog encourage independence in locating books. The fifth graders become Junior Librarians at the beginning of November.  

The Penn Brook library houses thousands of volumes of book ranging from picture books, for younger readers to junior fiction, non-

fiction and a number of biographies.  We also have a magazine collection that the students are welcome to check out of the 

library.  The library is also used for small group instruction and often students will use the library for individual project research or 

quiet time for reading.  

ART 
 

A strong arts education is essential to learning and has a positive impact on overall student achievement and engagement in school. 

The elementary visual arts program serves the entire student population, kindergarten through the sixth grade.   Elementary art 

students are introduced to skills and experiences at each grade level that build the groundwork for art expression, art knowledge, art 

criticism and visual literacy. The visual arts program makes the most of students’ enthusiasm for   discovery and inventiveness.  
 

Fifth Grade 
 

In fifth grade, color relationships and value are emphasized. Students study and apply the principles of design and elements of art (line, shape, color, 

texture, space, form, value, balance, rhythm, emphasis, unity, variety, pattern, contrast, harmony, proportion, movement), color wheel, hue, tint, 

shade, value, and color schemes, (warm, cool, complementary, analogous, monochromatic,) to their own work. Students will analyze and critique 

works of historic and contemporary art to enhance their appreciation and understanding of art and culture.  
 

Students are provided with the opportunity to experience a variety of media art techniques and technology. The artistic process 

naturally teaches students to innovate, problem solve, think critically, and work collaboratively with others – essential skills in the 

twenty first century. Each student receives 40 minutes of art instruction per week. Through these weekly art classes, students are 

encouraged to observe and explore content to create meaning across the curriculum. 



 16 

 

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Penn Brook uses the Responsive Classroom approach to social development. Developed by classroom teachers, this approach consists 

of utilizing teaching practices which bring together social and academic learning throughout the school day.  We believe that academic 

and social learning go hand in hand. Students learn best in a calm, consistent environment where they feel valued and accepted. 

Teachers provide opportunities for students to learn and practice a specific set of social skills that children need in order to be 

successful both academically and socially. They can be remembered by the acronym C.A.R.E.S. These skills are Cooperation, 

Assertion, Responsibility, Empathy, and Self Control.   All students participate in Morning Meetings which provide a consistent time 

and place every day to explore and practice social skills and to merge social, emotional and intellectual learning. Morning Meeting 

also nurtures empathy and builds classroom community by offering children an opportunity to practice taking care of others, develop 

self control and a sense of ownership for their classroom and their school.  

 

 

 

ASSESMENT OVERVIEW 
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Ongoing Assessment Information 

Throughout the school year, your child will bring home class work, homework, and quizzes/tests that will help you understand what 

skills and concepts he/she is learning and demonstrating. If you have any questions about your child’s progress, feel free to contact 

his/her teacher.   
 

There are a number of ways that Penn Brook students are assessed.  Below is our district assessment map for Grade 5.  These 

assessments are in addition to any classroom based  

Assessment 

 

ASSESMENT OVERVIEW 
 

Assessment Fall Winter Spring 

DIBELS K-6 K: September 8-9, 2015 
1: September 10-11, 2015  
2: September 14-15, 2015 
3: September 16-17, 2015 
4: September 18-21, 2015 
5: September 22-23, 2015 
6: September 24-25, 2015 
 

K: January 4-5, 2016 
1: January 6-7, 2016 
2: January 8-11, 2016 
3: January 12-13, 2016 
4: January 14-15, 2016 
5: January 19-20, 2016 
6: January 20-21, 2016 

K: May 2-3, 2016 
1: May 4-5, 2016 
2: May 6-9, 2016 
3: May 10-11, 2016 
4: May 12-13, 2016 
5: May 16-17, 2016 
6: May 18-19, 2016 
 

MAP K-6 Reading K-6:  
September 2015  
 
Math K-6: 
October 2015 

Reading K-6:  
January 2016 
 
Math K-6: 
February 2016 

Reading K-6:  
April 2016 
 
Math K-6: 
May 2016 
 

Fountas & 
Pinnell K-6 

 By December 11, 2015 
 

By June 3, 2016 

TS GOLD 
K Only 

November 6, 2015 
 

 June 3, 2016 

ASPENS   
K &1 Only 

K: September 8-11, 2015 
1: September 14-17, 2015  

K: January 4-7, 2016 
1: January 8-11, 2016 
 

K: May 2-5, 2016 
1: May 6-9, 2016 
 
 

Just Words 
4 & 5 Only 

By September 25, 2015 
 

  

MCAS  
3-6 Only 

  Gr.3/5/6 ELA: March 21-April 5, 2016 
Gr. 4 ELA: March 23- April 5, 2016 
Gr. 3-6 MATH: May 9- 24, 2016 
Gr. 5 SCIENCE: May 10-24, 2016 

 

Report Cards Distributed:   
 

    TERM 1:  December 2, 2015 

    TERM 2:  March 9, 2015 

    TERM 3:  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL – June 16, 2016 (Projected No Snow Days) 
 

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES:  December 3, 2015 

               March 10, 2016 

 

Homework 
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The Penn Brook School believes that homework should be meaningful, should reinforce a concept/lesson already taught, and should 

be motivating for all students. 
 

Parents can help their child develop routines to successfully complete homework assignments. Some suggestions of how to do this: 

 

• Ask your child what he/she has for homework. 

• Become interested in your child’s homework by asking him or her to share the completed work. 

• Set up a consistent, quiet, organized space and a regular time for homework. 

• Encourage your child to work independently, you should not do the work for your child. If your child struggles with 

homework encourage them to seek assistance from their teacher. 

• Keep in communication with the teacher. A note or a phone call can solve many problems before they get started. 

• Set up a monthly calendar for your child so that due dates for long term assignments are obvious and reasonable 

plans can be made to accomplish the task in increments. 

 
 

Reporting Programs/Progress to Parents 
 

We have a number of mechanisms to communicate with parents.  In addition to this guide and our website, we host a Fall Open 

House. We also send home report cards after each term.  We have parent conferences twice a year, however, any time throughout the 

year, you may request to set up a phone or face-to-face conference with your child’s teacher. 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

We always encourage you to speak with your child’s teacher about curriculum, instruction, and assessment. They offer a wealth of 

information! Should you have any questions about the school in general, feel free to contact Margaret Maher, Principal.  You are also 

welcome to contact Dr. DeRoche, the Director of Curriculum. 

 

Penn Brook School   Curriculum Department, GPS 

(978) 352-5785 x2004   (978) 352-5777 x103 

Margaret Maher, Principal  Dr. DeRoche, Curriculum Director 

 
  

  

 


